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INCOMING NEWwWS

Proudly We Served

Viet Nam Veterans of Dlablo Valle

Help Distribute 10,000 American Flags with the VNVDV
Danville's Kiwanis 4th of July Independence Day Parade

JULY 2026

Dennis

) Giacovelli
VNVDV

President

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

As 250th Independence Day ap-
proaches, I find myself thinking
about the meaning of service in
times that feel uncertain. As Vi-
etnam Veterans, we have known
troubled times before. We carried
our nation’s flag into the jungles,
the highlands and the delta, and we
carried it home in our hearts when
the welcome was not always what it
should have been. Through it all,
we learned that the promise of
America is not a matter of ease, but
of endurance.

The Fourth of July is more than
fireworks and parades. Celebrating
the day does not ignore our chal-
lenges—it acknowledges them and
affirms that the freedoms we fought
for are worth protecting, discuss-
ing, and strengthening.

CELEBRATING 250 YEARS!

President’s Message (Continued on Page Two)

VNVDV JULY 2ZND MEETING
BRIDGES GOLF CLUB, SAN RAMON

FOURTH OF JULY PARADE WILL BE

HELD ON SATURDAY JULY 4, 2026

680 NORTH OR SOUTH EXIT EL CERRO WEST. DAN-
VILLE BLVD ONLY RIGHT TURN ALLOWED. LEFT
DEL AMIGO TO LEFT VERONA TO LEFT LOVE LANE
TO HIGH SCHOOL PARKING LOT UNDER SOLAR
PANELS.

PARADE START 0900 SHARP - MUSTER @ 0800.

VNVDV COLLARED JERSEY SHIRT,
SLACKS OR SHORTS, VNVDV CAP.

VNVDV MEMBERS WILL HAND OUT FLAGS TO CHIL-
DREN & PATRIOTS ALONG PARADE ROUTE

VNVDV MEMBER
SANDY JOHNSON
WITH HER NEW

READY FOR SATUR-
DAYS PARADE. NOTE
y COLOR GUARD UNI-
4§ FORMS TO LEFT

SPEAKER for the JULY 2ND DINNER MEET-
ING WILL BE Don Swanson, a member of the
Livermore Police Department Re-
serve Force who will be speak-
ing about SCAM programs that
he has researched. This infor-
mation will be valuable since just
about everyone is exposed to
these schemes.




President’s Message (Continued from Page One)

Patriotism does not have to be loud, but
it needs to be steady. This year, let us
gather with purpose. Fly the flag with
pride. Tell our stories to the next genera-
tion so they understand the cost of indif-
ference and the power of unity. Extend a
hand to a fellow Veteran who might be
struggling. Stand with our Gold Star fam-
ilies and those still healing, seen and un-
seen. And let us always remember those
who never made it home by living in a
way that honors their sacrifice.

On this Independence Day, may we find
renewed gratitude for the freedoms we
defended, renewed commitment for the
work ahead, and renewed confidence
that America’s best days are not behind
us.

CELEBRATING 250 YEARS...
SEE YOU AT THE PARADE

Dennis

Dennis Giacovelli
President

PH (925) 323-9404
houseworks@pacbell.net

FOURTH OF JULY PARADE WILL BE
HELD ON SATURDAY JULY 4, 2026

STARTS @ 9AM - MUSTER @ 8AM

FOLLOW THE MAP AND PARK UNDER
THE SOLAR PANELS IN THE SAN RA-
MON VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL LOT

PARA(?JF START

PARKING
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VNVDV MEMBERS CHECK
UNIFORM - GETTING
READY FOR PARADE
WEARING: WHITE VNVDV
POLO or WHITE SHIRT -
WHITE HAT - DARK BLUE
TROUSERS OR SHORTS &
WHITE TENNIS SHOES

NOTE: Wear Your Ribbons/
Medals on Military Holidays

JULY 4TH 2025 PRE-PARADE

H 2025 POST-PARADE
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OUR VETERANS OF FOREIGN
WARS POST 75 IN DANVILLE IS
HOSTING A BARBECUE AT THE
VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING,
400 HARTZ FOLLOWING THE 4TH
OF JULY PARADE. VETERAN PA-
RADE PARTICIPANTS, PARADE
VIEWERS, FRIENDS AND FAMILY
ARE INVITED TO JOIN THIS FES-
TIVE AFFAIR. BIG ED "MOOSE”
MESHINSKY OFFERS YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE PRODUCING VFW
EVENTS AND THIS BBQ OFFERS A
GREAT WAY TO ENJOY 250 YEARS
ON THE FOURTH WITH CELE-
BRANTS.

A BIG SHOUT OUT TO R
BATTER ‘N ICING FOR ol L :
THEIR SUPPORT AND |
DONATION OF DELI-
CIOUS CUPCAKES
FOR THE MEMORIAL
DAY POST CEREMO-
NY VNVDV GATHER-
ING AT OAK HILL
PARK - THANKS




VEAD SOURIELE

SHow YouR PRIDE

The Department of Veterans Affairs calls on
all veterans to express their patriotism and pride
on Memorial Day and other major patriotic
holidays through a display of medals earned in
their military service.

Join your comrades in public display
of your military decorations. It's a way to show
your community the spirit of America’s veterans
and remind your neighbors of the service and
sacrifice of those who guarded democracy.

As we salute America’s heroes on Memorial
Day, Veterans Day and the Fourth of July, wear your
medals and show your pride, whether participating
in public observances or relaxing with family
and friends. Your medals tell a story
of service in the cause of freedom
that all Americans need to hear.

VA Encourages Vetera’*"{

to Wear Military Medals on
Independence Day

Many East Bay Businesses offer Veteran Discounts...
You do not know unless you ASKI
Thank Yeu for your Servicel




JUNE 2026 VNVDV DINNER MEETING
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VetsBoats.org offers an opportunity for a wonderful day on the SF Bay for Members of The
Vietnam Veterans of the Diablo Valley to join with other veterans during the delightful sailing
experience. Special thanks to the generous donors who make this possible and the Vets-
Boats Team without whom these events could not happen! You can learn more about Vets-
Boats: https://VetsBoats.org DAO NGUYEN CAN PROVIDE MORE INFORMATION

VetsBoats

Healing Through Camaraderie

VetsBoats shares the magic and beauty of wooden
boats to help restore health and well-being
to military veterans who suffer from PTSD and
Traumatic Injuries. We are here to inspire and
motivate them to participate in marine education,
exploration, and sail training on San
Francisco Bay and across the country.

Through common purpose and teamwork, veterans
rediscover inner strengths and share in the
camaraderie of fellow veterans. The VetsBoats
method brings them out of isolation and helps
them engage in a variety of activities that promote
mindfulness. VA studies have shown that
learning to sail and taking part in sailing activities,
when paired with a therapeutic treatment
program led by a medical healthcare provider,
significantly increase lasting positive outcomes
for participants.

In supporting ¥eisBaals, you help create
real, human impact through poweriul,
hands-on expenences where veierans find
purpese, connecfion, and renewed
strength. Your involvement directly fuels
moments of teamwork, learning,
and camaradene that
allow healing to happen naturally from

veteran fo veteran

From Isoiation/l gpliness to Paricipaion/Community
to Purpose/Power

1000 Bridgeway St #6038
Sausalito, CA 95965

mw wayies ) .- w


https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FVetsBoats.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdm5uemZQaFlzWk5kd0RsZHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR79iq_4qBvL33ASGlzpKIKojvIgDj4UZKeZUVpQAJSm1qaAW0kjeWFFE9RQrA_aem_Zuo2W7liAenOuqS8mLERNw&h=AUCdtA4cl
https://vetsboats.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdm5uemZQaFlzWk5kd0RsZHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6RvBPIV1GSDwdWf27etcFGrjqtco8nptBA26vDSap-QGJ795cIMEzVit1hzg_aem_DAeFGtTbTTsKebFhndk3Ew

VIET NAM VETERANS DIABLO VALLEY JULY BIRTHDAYS

Gary Villalba Army John Prentice = Marines
Mike Weber Army Earl Conklin Army
James Hill Army John Schafgans Army
Alex McElee Navy Frank Luna Army
Wayne Norwood Army Daniel Harrington Navy
Joe Cardinale Army Steve Cochran Army
Larry Ashcock Army Marty De Venuta Air Force
Ron Huesman Marines John Willing Marines
Jeff Wagner Marines Billy Rogers Army
Sandra Johnson Air Force Jeremy Bonelle Army

Ed Baffico Air Force Eugene Franck Army
Tom Silva Air Force Marilyn Sperling Honorary

Georgann Seavy Honorary

Thanks to the June Speaker BART GILBERT discussing WORLD WAR Il OPERATION
HUSKY the INVASION OF SICILY BY AMERICAN AND BRITISH FORCES.

Bill LavVigne

President & CEO

1f you have any questions or woukd lske 8 cell (SIO) 368-4441
to schedule a viewmng. call or cmail me elk:

: Toll Free: (866) 369-4446

INTEGRITY Office: (877) 6683677

Mike Weber (877) MOVE-677
 925.487.7609 Fax: (707) 644-2294
I RCEREIIE e DRIIEANOL EOH) integritymoving@yahoo.com

55 Springstowne Ctr. #301 - Vallejo. CA 94591




Contact Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for White VNVDV Hats and
Shirts, part of the VNVDV uniform for the Fourth of July Parade.

For all John T.J. Trujillo
your e NA of Director of Procurement
VNVDV Diablo Valley 7 |
Shirts and |8 Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley ‘

P.O. Box 2079

Hats team
Danvilie, CA 94526

VNVDV SHIRT HAT

and Pow- I -997- |
Stitch - . 925-997-5253 DISPLAY AT SEPT
er ITtC Proudly We Served trujillo.tj.john@gmail.com MEETING
www.VNVDV.com g

VNVDV Members THANK David l@[mrﬁ[mg {he Ve Velrans mace J Whee: Cha smouton s
Wheelchair BIRTHDAY GII? i e e

&7 Foundation ide feedom of mobityforhose acking tis b
i imE “Serving the World”  W(CFwheelchair ~ We Thank David Behring & the Wheel

e R Chair Foundation for the support of
= P VNVDV & our four amazing wheel chair
e T ] distribution trips to Vietnam.

The VNVDV participated in the dlstnbutlon of 460 Wheelchalrs durmg the NOV 2019 and 2024 trips to Vietnam.
Thanks to the support of the Wheelchair Foundation & Supporters

VietNam 80th Commemoration Honors A 1] Wars Memorial

our VietNam War Veteran Members
VNVDV LIFE MEMBERSHIP :

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait -

Spec.lal SOth v I] Cpmmeratmn - Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member
Honor]ng Your Service - ONLY $50. or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!

Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall.

Danville VMB's County Veterans Setvice Office [ Sustom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall.

OPEN every Wednesday 10-3, appt tegd, 9083131481 o wvr AltWarstomoriaiora -

Please SUPPORT & FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES:
Call the County VSO Office for Assistance
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit: www.AllWarsMemorial.org
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:
Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:

Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:
website: & website:

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley at: www.VNVDV.org

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING
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w Department of Veterans IO L

Veterans Affairs : cseee
= It's that

time of year

GET YOUR FLU SHOT

neaurs | EXCELLENCE
CARE | in the 215t Century

)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS

MARTINEZ CLINIC

Monday-Friday 8:00a.m.-4:30p.m.
Martinez Primary Care Clinic
150 Muir Road, Martinez, Calif 94553

Advice Nurse-Appointment Line

800-382-8387 Martinez Clinic
FPharmacy(Toll Free)Line .
e 2. cnun ran am s amee | | MONday to Friday, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.and 1 p.m.-3 p.m. PT

Appointments available

. - Call 1-800-382-8387 2and th ion 3 h
all 1-800-382- , press 2 and then option 3, or stay on the
Pleass visit one of our VA Clinics In Martinez | |ic to schedule an appointment.

——— - ) Visit VINVDV Websit
= ouar LD @
FLU shot - avalisble to all Veteransi Don'tWall . . . vore Benerit detaiis.

"VETERAN VOICES” TiE SECOND MONDAY OF TiE MOWNTH

Monthly Show Topics IMPORTANT to VETERANS & Recently Discharged/Returning VETS
SUPPORT our Contra Costa County Veteran Service Officer

"VETERAN VOICES™
‘“}‘g.:‘.‘*" VETERA NS \sumb"

on SECOND WVMIONDAY OF NMIONTH
“pm

\!umlavs ”‘)I C E S \hmdays
AN

A Live, Interactive TV Show for Vets by Vets!

Join us live on the 2nd Monday of each month to discuss relevant
issues facing our veterans.

TUNL IN AND NSK YOUR
QUEFESTIONS ABOUT VETERAN
SERVICE OR VETERAN ISSULE.

| ,f?fFqu!( 7:00 PM CCTV, Hosted by the
" Veterans Service Office Con-

(g z’ec‘ tv ! tra Costa County

wl 17 v Comscaet, 30d Surmwd 99 0n AT
pei Wtnend vype .’..Lm..... ' Vo

FASTSIGNS, -

3\
More than fast. More than signs” s@‘S %

FASTSIGNS #48 0

2551 San Ramon Valley Blvd. #113
San Ramon, CA 94583

ph. (925) 820-2202

fax. (925) 820-8911

Email: 48@fastsigns.com To purchase call: Mike Martin - 925.323.1093



tel:+18003828387
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MAKING
MILITARY

CIFE MORE
CONVENIENT,

ALL IN ONE PLACE

*
x

B

_ VETERANS - SHOP MILITARY EXCHANGE

%“' a0 ,
NO SALES

*

MII.ITARY
EXCLUSIVE
. PRICING _ 7

*

1[s

x * Al

[T MATTERS
WHERE YOU SHOP

100% OF EXCHANGE EARNINGS
ARE REINVESTED IN THE
MILITARY COMMUNITY

nesse f

support critical Quality-of-Life
programs and improvements in the shopping
experience, ensuring every dollar spent
strengthens the benefit for Soldiers, Airmen,
Guardians and their families.

We are honored to welcome Department of War
and Coast Guard civilians to shop tax-free
in-store and online.

SCAN

TO LEARN

MORE

NO TAX on Exchange Purchases & FREE Shipping!
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Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley “INCOMING”

Diablo Valley

Official Mailing Address:

Mﬁc News

JUL 2026 |g&

| Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley
Veterans Memorial Building of SRV
Ly 400 Hartz Avenue
froudiyie st |- post Office Box 2079
Danville, CA 94526 - 2079
E-Mail: VNVDV1@ gmail.com To. ‘ , m '
2025 OFFICERS & BOD
| 2n2s ommoens & 000 CaeelMAL : | VNVDV & VIPs
y,
PRESIDENT -

Dennis Giacovelli
VICE PRESIDENT -

Jim Hill
TREASURER

Ed Baffico
SECRETARY

John Kelly
MEMBERSHIP

Rod Guyette

DIRECTOR - at - LARGE BRA S 1 &1 CRAAL VAL (D ¢
Past Newsletters & our
latest news on-line

Pronily Weserven

Larry Tehero

DIRECTOR of
EVENTS

Robin Lemmo
SPEAKERS BUREAU

Bill Green
INFORMATION

Jon Robbins
PROCUREMENT

John “T. J.” Trujillo

PUBLIC RELATIONS
John “gr” Reese

WEBSITE
Chelle Clements

Jonathan “JON” Robbins

Director of Information
Editor / Publisher “INCOMING” News
News E-Mail: VNVDV.News@gmail.com

Keep your e-mail address current please!

NVDV'Org

PAST PRESIDENTS
Jim Hill

Steve Burchik
Dennis Giacovelli
Gary Estrella
William “Bill” Green
Ray La Rochelle
Michael Slattengren
Jerry Yahiro
John Estes B
Del Loewe —
Tim Hart bl
Mike Weber

Mike McDaniel

Rich Lambert

Ron Azarcon

Bill Picton

Norm Mahalich

The VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley = established in
1891 as a local, grass-roots, non-profit, & all-volunteer Veteran
Service Organization (VSO) to promote & enhance the image of the
Viet Nam Veteran through Community Service & Support of our
fellow Veterans, and value & maintain a high level of dignity &
respect for the young men & women currently serving our nation
today in all branches of our military services. Danville’s Veter-
an’'s Memorial Building for the San Ramon Valley is home for
the VNVDV and designed for the next 100 years - to serve our vet-
erans now - those returning & our future veterans - while serving
as a lasting reminder & Memorial for all those who served before
us in the name of Freedom... leaving a “legacy”

The VNVDV meets monthlv on the 1st Thursday of every month
at the Bridges Golf Club, San Ramon.

VNVDV monthly Board of Directors Meetings are held on the 3rd
Thursday each month at the Veterans Memorial Building in the
Library / Board Room at 1800 Hrs. in Danville. To find out more
about programs & projects the VNVDV supports & events spon-
sored... visit the website at: www. VNVDV.com. All veterans &
guests are welcome to attend our “open’” membership meetings.
This VNVDV is a casual - “fun” - social veterans group - always
lockang for new members who enjoy friendship & the special bond
as military veterans. We are Proud of our Military Service... & of
our continued contributions to fellow veterans & community. Our
dinner meetings congist of a social dinner & guest speaker of in-
terest to veterans & military. Please join us... All dinner meetings
are OPEN - bring fellow VietNam veterans - active duty military -
history buffs - friends - community supporters... see what a differ-
ence volunteering makes in the lives of others. All veterans welcome!

DINNER MEETING

THURSDAY - JULY 2ND
BRIDGES GOLF CLUB SAN RAMON

5 PM SOCIAL 6 PM DINNER
DINNER COST WILL BE $35

After Buffet Dinner - A Featured Speaker!




