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President’s Message June 2019

March with VNVDV to
distribute Flags to the
kids enjoying this event

Our Director of Information requested the President’s Message before he departed on a long and
deserved hiatus from the “war zone”, so any reference to the success of The Walk of Honor of May
18th or the Swearing In Ceremony on May 19th at
the Memorial Building will have to be deferred to
the next Incoming. Here’s wishing Jon a happy
R&R although he says the R&R to KC on 23-26
May doesn’t compare to the R&Rs in Hawaii, Yokosuka, Australia, or the Philippines but he will try
to make it worthwhile.

Check with TJ if you
need a White VNVDV Hat
and White VNVDV Short
Sleeve Shirt
Community
Event
A Reminder… The East
Bay’s Largest
MEMORIAL DAY REMEMBERANCE
Monday - MAY 27
ALL WARS
MEMORIAL
Oak Hill Park
3005 Stone Valley Road
(Next to Monte Vista High
School) in the Town of
Danville
FREE & OPEN
to the PUBLIC -

As in my past messages I like to include an historical event which has meaning to why we served
our nation in uniform. A Vietnam veteran is
someone who served in the armed forces of participating countries during the Vietnam War. The
term has been used to describe veterans who
were in the armed forces of South Vietnam, the
United States armed forces, and countries allied
to them, whether or not they were stationed in
Vietnam during their service. However, the more
common usage distinguishes between those who
served "in country" and those who did not serve in
Vietnam by referring to the "in country" veterans
as "Vietnam veterans" and the others as "Vietnam
-era veterans". The U.S. government officially refers to all as "Vietnam-era veterans".
Nationals of other nations fought in the Americanled anti-communist coalition, usually as armed
forces of allied nations, such as Australia, New
Zealand, Thailand, and South Korea, but sometimes as members of the US armed forces. The
Republic Of China (Taiwan), Spain and the Philippines contributed assistance in non-combat roles.

A FAMILY EVENT

President’s Message (Continued on Page Two)

The Phillips 66 San Francisco
Refinery and the Carbon Plant
Management and Employees
sponsored the 2019 - 11th annual
WALK of HONOR. The VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley
THANK Phillips 66 for their
Sponsorship and special appreciation goes to Aimee Henry for
her support of Veterans & local
community on Armed Forces
Day in Crockett.

JUNE SPEAKER
FRANK WALLACE
will discuss
the Marine assault of
“Tarawa Atoll” (Betio Island) 21-23
November 1943

President’s Message (Continued from Page One)
Australia deployed 60,220 members of their Navy, Army, and
Air Force to Vietnam from 1962-1975. According to official statistics, 501 personnel died or went missing in action during the
Vietnam War and 2400 were wounded. On one of our trips
across our wonderful nation my wife and I met an Australian couple whose son was the first casualty from Australia
in the Vietnam War. I gave him one of my 2/9 challenge
coins.
During the Vietnam era, more than 30,000 Canadians served
in the US armed forces; 110 Canadians died in Vietnam and
seven are listed as missing in action. After I was wounded
and assigned to the Oak Knoll Naval Hospital in Oakland,
CA I met a Sergeant who was from Canada who had enlisted in the Marine Corps. He told me he served in Vietnam and
had strong feelings for the U.S. efforts there. The military of
Canada did not officially participate in the war effort, as it was
appointed to the UN truce commissions and thus had to remain
officially neutral in the conflict.
New Zealand's total contribution numbered nearly 4,000 personnel from 1964 until 1972. 37 were killed and 187 were
wounded. As of 2010, no memorial has been erected to remember these casualties. Like the US and Australia, the New
Zealand veterans were rejected by the people and the government after returning and did not receive a welcome home parade until 2008.
Throughout the Vietnam War, the Republic of Korea (South
Korea) sent approximately 320,000 servicemen to Vietnam. At
the peak of their commitment, in 1968, the ROK maintained a
force approximately 48,000 men in country. All troops were
withdrawn in 1973. About 5,099 South Koreans were killed and
10,962 wounded during the war. While a patient at Clark AFB
Hospital in the Philippines, I witnessed an ROK soldier in
our ward create quite a ruckus. He kept carrying on that
he wanted to go back and kill communists. He had to be
restrained by hospital staff. It was at this point that I believed what I had heard about the ROK soldiers’ bravado.
The Kingdom of Thailand sent nearly 40,000 volunteer soldiers
to South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam) during the Vietnam
War and peaked at 11,600 by 1969.
Philippine Civic Action Group" (PHILCAG-V) entered Vietnam
in September 1966. The non-combat force included an engineer construction battalion, medical and rural community development teams, a security battalion, and a logistics and headquarters element. The team’s strength peaked at 2068, 9 personnel were killed and 64 wounded throughout their 40-month
stay through sniper attacks, land mines and booby traps. The
team left Vietnam in 1969.
The point of my message: It is a misconception on the part of
many that the U.S. was the only country who fought and lost
servicemen in the Vietnam War. And thanks to the excellent
work our Speakers Bureau does, the true story of this war is
being and will be told.

Gary Estrella
President
PH: 925 / 962-9552
E: gamastar6@aol.com

Viet Nam Veterans in
4th of July Parade
The VNVDV annually purchases over
10,000 American Flag - made in the
USA - for distribution to those along
the parade route. Expected are 40+

Thousand ‘Cheering’ children & community members at the 4th of July

Parade in Danville. VNVDV Members do wear your shirt - see “T.J.” if you
need one... & have the best time distributing free Flags to a very appreciative crowd! Note: We have been requested to muster at 0730 at the south end of
SRVHS - Love & Railroad… Look for the
‘white’ shirts! The Parade Kicks-off at 0900
Hrs. and only takes 30 minutes. Remember If we have Flags remaining - we ask members
to walk back through the crowd on the sidewalk & distribute your remaining flags to children who did not receive a flag..
Parking becomes more difficult the later
you arrive & street close early. Plan accordingly & muster on-time. This event is
worth it!
The VFW hosts a BBQ early - right after we
finish the parade at the VMB.

The Parade is one of the most amazing events you
- as a Viet Nam veteran can attend… It is the

Welcome Home you may not have received!

Memorial Day Remembrance
Mon. May 27th
Oak Hill Park in Danville
Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley are working with the All Wars
Memorial Foundation, Town of Danville & fellow VSOs to present
another successful Memorial Day at Oak Hill Park.

Plan to join us and attend
The VNVDV will need VOLUNTEERS to help set-up cammo & chairs beginning
at 0730 at Oak Hill Park on Monday May 27th prior to the arrival of community
guests beginning at 10AM for seating. The Danville Community Band play
at 10:30 & the Program will start at 11:00. This year’s one-hour program will
feature Two Guest Speakers. David Behring and CPT Kris Conklin. David has
been a member of the All Wars Memorial Foundation since inception and also
has a wealth of Military History study and travel. Chris is currently assigned to
the Post Graduate School in Monterey. Please join us at Oak Hill Park/All Wars
Memorial, next to MVHS on Stone Valley Road.
This is the largest traditional Memorial Day Remembrance program in the east
bay & it is Open to the public. Please invite friends, neighbors & community
members to take two-hours out of the weekend to honor FALLEN WARRIORS
whose sacrifice made it possible for us to enjoy the freedom we have.
We will also need VOLUNTEERS again to assist in taking-down the cammo &
chairs… and following the clean-up - we will have our annual Members Only
Family BBQ & fallen remembrance - in the parking lot “after” the program.
REMEMBER - all members need to bring “something to share” - a side dish salad or dessert “enough for their family plus extra - to share with members.”
Everyone is also responsible for “bringing their own” favorite beverage. Furnished by the organization: HOTDOGS - condiments - plates/silver wear/
napkins. Bring your own chairs or picnic blanket, sun-screen.

October 2018- July 2019
The USS Hornet Sea, Air & Space Museum welcomes you aboard for an extended celebration of the
Apollo Program in commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of Apollo 11, Man’s first steps on the
Moon!
USS Hornet recovered the Apollo 11 astronauts from the Pacific after their splashdown on July 24,
1969 and now in 2018-2019 we are celebrating this historic event with events and programming
throughout the upcoming year!

Splashdown 50 Celebration Events
Tuesday, July 16 – Wednesday, July 24, 2019
Our upcoming events are special activities or programming held between October 2018 – July 2019 as we commemorate the 50th Anniversary of Apollo program benchmarks leading to the Apollo 11 mission. General Museum admission applies for many of these events, but all are free or discounted for Museum Members!
In later July, the Museum will hold an 8-day event in honor of Apollo 11’s 8-day mission, building up July 24th,
Splashdown Day where USS Hornet recovered the Apollo 11 astronauts.

Schedule of July Celebration
Tuesday, July 16: Hornet Day at the Oakland A’s Stadium! Visit us at the game! Bring your ticket to the Oakland
A’s July 16th game aboard the Museum during the month of July for discounted admissions!
Wednesday, July 17:A special behind-the-scenes look at the enhanced Apollo exhibition on board, with opportunities to speak to the Museum’s Exhibition team!
Thursday, July 18: Model Rocket Day aboard USS Hornet! Come aboard to build and test your own rocket as we
explore the science, technology, and engineering of getting astronauts into outer space!
Friday, July 19: A special Live-Aboard Overnight with lunar and star gazing from the Museum’s Flight Deck after
an evening tour around the ship.
Saturday, July 20: Splashdown 50 Celebration! This community day will feature organizations and museums who
will share family activities and information, with additional programming and speakers throughout the day.
Evening Saturday, July 20: Splashdown Anniversary Dinner & Reception! Please join us for a dinner honoring the
USS Hornet Association. Celebrate the legacy of Splashdown with the ex –crew of this historic ship! Meet and dine
with ex -crew men who were on board during the Apollo 11 Recovery Mission! Special Guests and Presentations!
Hosted Buffet Dinner, Music from the 1960’s, and full cash bar. TICKETS
Sunday, July 21: USS Hornet Association Meet-and-Greet. Come aboard for a special welcome to the various Hornet crew members who served on board during her years of service, including the Apollo 11 and 12 recoveries.
Monday, July 22: An aerospace film day! The Museum will be screening Smithsonian and NASA space films
throughout the day in our Hangar Deck.
Tuesday, July 23: A unique STEM day for educators to come and experience STEM activities that introduce science, technology, engineering, and mathematics in a hands-on way with real life examples of it in use all around
them! Teacher Registration
Wednesday, July 24: Apollo Retrospective. Come aboard as we look back at the history and legacy of Apollo 11
and relive the recovery of the astronauts and capsule with some of the men who actually participated in the event!
We will then follow with another presentation as we explore the past, present, and future of space exploration and
space travel with experts from NASA and the private aerospace industry!

Jerry Yahiro continues to share the travel schedule for the VNVDV’s fall 2019 wheelchair distribution trip to Vietnam in conjunction with the Wheelchair Foundation. The itinerary is provided and
days are specifically provided for the distribution of wheelchairs. The trip cost is estimated at
$4,000/person and please note this does not include airfare. Flights are available from $900-1,000.
Any VNVDV Members wishing to join this humanitarian trip to Vietnam should send a $1,000. deposit check made out to VNVDV and indicate in the memo that the check is for the Vietnam trip. Cut
-off date is SOON. Please contact Jerry Yahiro (926-683-2541) to reserve a place on this trip.
October 28th SAIGON - ARRIVAL

October 30th CAN THO - MISSION DAY - SAIGON

October 31st SAIGON - CU CHI - TAY NINH

November 1st SAIGON – HUE
November 2nd HUE - MISSION DAY
November 3rd DMZ QUANG TRI - DONG HA
November 4th, 2019 HUE - CITY TOUR
November 5th, 2019 HUE – HANOI
November 6th, 2019 HANOI - MISSION DAY
November 7th, 2019 HANOI - HA LONG BAY
November 8th, 2019 HA LONG BAY – HANOI
November 9th, 2019 HANOI - DEPARTURE

May Dinner Meeting - 2019

VNVDV JULY MEETING JULY 11TH

MEMORIAL DAY REMEMBERANCE

Monday 10:30 - MAY 27
ALL WARS
MEMORIAL
Oak Hill Park
3005 Stone Valley Road, Danville

Plan to join us and attend
The VNVDV will need VOLUNTEERS to help set-up cammo &
chairs beginning at 0730 at Oak Hill Park on Monday May 27th
prior to the arrival of community guests beginning at 10AM for
seating. The Danville Community Band play at 10:30 & the
Program will start at 11:00. This year’s one-hour program will
feature Two Guest Speakers. David Behring and CPT Kris
Conklin. David has been a member of the All Wars Memorial
Foundation since inception and also has a wealth of Military History study and travel. Chris is currently assigned to the Post Graduate School in Monterey. Please join us at Oak Hill Park/All Wars
Memorial, next to MVHS on Stone Valley Road.
We will also need VOLUNTEERS again to assist in taking-down
the cammo & chairs… and following the clean-up - we will have
our annual Members Only Family BBQ & fallen remembrance in the parking lot “after” the program.
REMEMBER - all members need to bring “something to share” a side dish - salad or dessert “enough for their family plus extra to share with members.”
Everyone is also responsible for “bringing their own” favorite beverage. Furnished by the organization: HOTDOGS - condiments plates/silver wear/napkins. Bring your own chairs or picnic blanket, sun-screen.

After visiting the VA - Can no longer tell her I did not see
you… also using the ‘I can’t hear you’ won’t work either!

Veteran Service Organizations joined Parents & Families of
our Military Recruits for the 2019 “Swearing-in Ceremony”

June has arrived & Bill Green with his Duck Club Members
Salute “GWOT” Veterans with the VNVDV Annual Retreat
One of the VNVDV’s less publicized efforts is
a special veteran service program designed
by long-time VNVDV member & Director Bill
Green - who serves as a volunteer “mentor”
for Vet Center support groups. Created to
assist our more recent returning vets “GWOT” (Global War on Terrorism) giving
them a safe, relaxed, social environment to
aide in readjustment to civilian life & activities after combat military service.. This is a
weekend retreat for this selected group of
vets.
Assisting the VNVDV with counselor resources and Veteran support is Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office & Concord Vet Center’s “mentors & coaches” allowing time for these younger vets to talk
with other veterans. This worthy program
was developed for returning / GWOT veterans - and made possible, largely due to
funding received by the VNVDV through our
partnership with Phillips 66 & their support
from the annual “Walk of Honor” on Armed
Forces Day. We thank all those who supported this year’s event. These younger veterans will be able to relax in a safe environment & enjoy various activities - fly casting
lessons, skeet shooting, swimming, BBQs,
horseshoes, movies, group campfires, lots of
great food & fellowship with other vets & no
drugs or alcohol.

The NFL Foundation funded a series
of Suicide Prevention courses that
will be produced by PsychArmor for
broad dissemination. I was the author
and SME for the first two courses,
both of which just went live. Both
courses are extremely relevant to our
shared suicide prevention mission
and to the goal of advancing veterancentered care (especially the
"Barriers to Care" course). I wanted
to send the link so that you can review and share them out (they were
specifically funded for dissemination
without limit). I particularly want to
get these into the hands of key people in the veteran support space (like
you) who can share them out as
widely as possible in the service of
our common goal. PsychArmor created a social media kit which is attached here to this email if you can
help.
The "Barriers to Care" course was
scoped out very specifically to help
providers engage veteran patients in
care - and some of what I say is not
applicable to Active Duty contexts.
The point that needs to be made is
that AD Psychologists and clinicians
have a different role to balance with
the mission of troop readiness (which
is appropriate for the AD context) and
this shapes Service members' perceptions of what mental health care
is about. I have nothing but respect
for providers who serve in roles in the
military - especially the kind of "Docs"
who build the level of trust with warfighters that is essential to keeping
them in the fight at times.

VNVDV Member June Birthdays
Gordon Dunne

Army

Dave Turner

Navy

Don Schroeder

Army

Pete Longoria

Marines

Lee Halverson

Marines

Bill Green

Army

Bobby Dunton

Navy

Phillip Simon

Coast Guard

Daniel Miranda

Army

Saber Zell

Marines

Ken Jones

Navy

William Hendley

Air Force

Dave Farkas

Navy

Mark Marcum

Army

Thanks to the May Speaker Bart Gilbert for his presentation on his tour with the First Infantry Division G-3 Operations assignment as Assistant Divisional Transportation Officer.

Wednesday, July 3rd vs. Minnesota Twins
Military Appreciation Night, presented by Chevrolet, will be held on Wednesday, July 3. A portion of
each ticket is donated back to Military non-profits.
Following the game will be a Patriotic Firework
Show. If we have a group of 15+, we can qualify as
a group. Ticket prices are $40 each Plaza Level.

New E-Mail: HSReese@att.net

During the uneven years THE STAND ON THE DELTA 2019 supports
Veterans – check to see where you can help

Find out more - Visit: https://www.deltaveteransgroup.org

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”

“T.J.” has the new
VNVDV Coffee Mugs
that have been prepared for the Viet
Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley… Nice! Order your set from TJ

We Thank David Behring & Joel Hodge
for your support of VNVDV & our two
amazing wheel chair distribution trip to
Vietnam.

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands
The New Paver Section Opened JAN 2019
Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member
or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!

New Walkway of 600+ Pavers to Open $300.

Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall.
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver
www.AllWarsMemorial.org
Questions? See link on AWM Website

Please SUPPORT & FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES:
Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office - Open in Danville every Wednesday - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt.
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit: www.AllWarsMemorial.org
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at: www.MarineClub.com
Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit: www.SentinelsofFreedom.org
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit: www.WineforWheels.org
Blue Star Moms #101 website: www.bluestarmoms.org & Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org
VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley at: www.VNVDV.org
VISIT THE VMB/SRV’s WEBSITE - for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING at:
www.VMBSRV.org

VETERAN’S VOICES PRODUCTION STAFF

Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office TV Show

Watch VETERANS’ VOICES on CCTV Every Month on 3rd Monday

Veterans’ Voices - our VSO TV Show Airs Live Every 3rd Monday at 7PM.
WATCH every month and call in, text or live chat with the hosts & guests. Be a part of the conversation and you can
help other vets who are struggling with the same issue. New topics every month - 3rd Monday!

Veterans’ Voices will be broadcast live/online on CCTV every third Monday, from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.
The show is a joint production of the Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office & Contra Costa Television (CCTV.) It is
underwritten by a grant from the California Department of Veterans Affairs. “Veterans’ Voices” airs the third Monday
every month at 7:00 p.m. on CCTV. “VETERANS’ VOICES” highlight Veteran programs & events at the end of the show.
CCTV and Veterans’ Voices can be found on Comcast Channel 27, Astound Channel 32 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99
throughout Contra Costa County. If you missed this edition… Catch it and all other prior shows or watch the show live
online by visiting: http://www.contracostatv.org/veteransvoices. All previous shows are on-demand 24/7 & If your organization can help support an episode of Veterans’ Voices - contact Nathan Johnson our County VSO for more info.
If you know non-profit Foundations supporting “education” - “history” - “military issues” - Veterans, or other - please
advise County Service Officer Nathan Johnson - Funding support is needed to continue these CCTV “Veterans’ Voices
special monthly TV shows to provide this valuable information for returning veterans & their family members. If you
have any TV or production skills or are willing to learn - stop by the CCTV studios on the 3rd Monday prior to the live
broadcasting of Veterans’ Voices… YOU may be able to help or learn to help & reduce production costs of shows.

Veterans’ Voices provides information on important Veteran Events in the East Bay

Because You Chose To Proudly Serve
Oakmont Memorial Park Cemetery in Lafayette is offering
major financial assistance to all Veterans and Veteran Spouses on both Traditional and Cremation Property.
Pre-Planning Lifts the Burdens Off Your Loved Ones

Contact: Thomas Corbett, Veteran Liaison Officer, LIC# 44629
(925) 935-3311, (925) 216-4785
TCOAK8@gmail.com
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