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Thanks to
all those
who participated in the
4th of July
Parade Flag
Distribution
Great job!

I was trying to recall when the first
time our 1st Thursday of the month
meeting was moved to the 2nd
Thursday, July 11th. There has
been some discussion among a
few of us on how many would
show up on July 4th for this
month’s meeting. John Reese
and Jon Robbins have made it a
point to remind people that the
meeting is July 11th.
If you
showed up at Crow Canyon Country Club on the 4th, this missive will
be too late to help avoid the embarrassment of forgetting or not
paying attention to our reminders.
What would be truly embarrassing
is if you participate in the July 4th
parade and then planned on going
to our meeting later that same day.
As mundane as the introduction to
this month’s President’s Message
may seem, it indicates your President hasn’t found anything profound to pass on this month.
There are noteworthy items to
mention, the first being our Nation’s birthday – 244 years. We
had a terrific turnout for the Parade.
President’s Message (Continued on Page Two)

4 th of JULY 2019 PARADE HONORS THE 100TH ANNAVERSARY
OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

JUNE SPEAKER
PAT LEARY
will discuss his experiences with helicopters in the Central
Highlands plus his continuing activities with
the Vin Son Montagnard orphanage in Kontum.

President’s Message (Continued from Page One)

Our VNVDV continued the effort to ensure that
every young person along the parade route had
a Flag. Also, did anyone attend the VFW
barbeque after the parade at the Veterans Memorial Building?
Bill Green again hosted his barbeque event for
all the VNVDV Parade walkers. I always hear it
is well attended and enjoyed by all. I am embarrassed to admit that to date I have not been
able to attend. Since 1975, our neighborhood
has had a July 4th block barbeque and for the
last 30 odd years, its been in my backyard. The
“War Department” each of the last few years
threatens that it will be the last. When that happens and Bill still hosts, I’ll be there.
On a rather sad note, we mourn the passing of
Ken Behring, father of one of our Honorary
members and the Founder of the Wheel Chair
Foundation. Condolences to the family and
friends of Mr. Behring. His accomplishments
and philanthropy are known nationally and internationally.
Mike Slattengren has stepped forward to replace Del Lowe as a Veterans Memorial Board
Trustee. Del has served as a Trustee for over 7
years. In his retirement he has been traveling
more and, in his words, does not want his attendance to be unreliable. After some discussion, the Board decided to thank Del for his service as he has earned the right to pursue his
travels without burden of VMB trustee business.
The VNVDV Board thanked him, accepted his
resignation, wished him safe travel, and invited
him to stop by when he is in town.

Gary Estrella
President
PH: 925 / 962-9552
E: gamastar6@aol.com

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo
Valley Color Guard for the 4th
of July 2019 Parade

VNVDV Pass Out Flags To Celebrate The Fourth

October 2018- July 2019
The USS Hornet Sea, Air & Space Museum welcomes you aboard for an extended celebration of the
Apollo Program in commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of Apollo 11, Man’s first steps on the
Moon!
USS Hornet recovered the Apollo 11 astronauts from the Pacific after their splashdown on July 24,
1969 and now in 2018-2019 we are celebrating this historic event with events and programming
throughout the upcoming year!

Splashdown 50 Celebration Events
Tuesday, July 16 – Wednesday, July 24, 2019
Our upcoming events are special activities or programming held between October 2018 – July 2019 as we commemorate the 50th Anniversary of Apollo program benchmarks leading to the Apollo 11 mission. General Museum admission applies for many of these events, but all are free or discounted for Museum Members!
In later July, the Museum will hold an 8-day event in honor of Apollo 11’s 8-day mission, building up July 24th,
Splashdown Day where USS Hornet recovered the Apollo 11 astronauts.

Schedule of July Celebration
Tuesday, July 16: Hornet Day at the Oakland A’s Stadium! Visit us at the game! Bring your ticket to the Oakland
A’s July 16th game aboard the Museum during the month of July for discounted admissions!
Wednesday, July 17:A special behind-the-scenes look at the enhanced Apollo exhibition on board, with opportunities to speak to the Museum’s Exhibition team!
Thursday, July 18: Model Rocket Day aboard USS Hornet! Come aboard to build and test your own rocket as we
explore the science, technology, and engineering of getting astronauts into outer space!
Friday, July 19: A special Live-Aboard Overnight with lunar and star gazing from the Museum’s Flight Deck after
an evening tour around the ship.
Saturday, July 20: Splashdown 50 Celebration! This community day will feature organizations and museums who
will share family activities and information, with additional programming and speakers throughout the day.
Evening Saturday, July 20: Splashdown Anniversary Dinner & Reception! Please join us for a dinner honoring the
USS Hornet Association. Celebrate the legacy of Splashdown with the ex –crew of this historic ship! Meet and dine
with ex -crew men who were on board during the Apollo 11 Recovery Mission! Special Guests and Presentations!
Hosted Buffet Dinner, Music from the 1960’s, and full cash bar. TICKETS
Sunday, July 21: USS Hornet Association Meet-and-Greet. Come aboard for a special welcome to the various Hornet crew members who served on board during her years of service, including the Apollo 11 and 12 recoveries.
Monday, July 22: An aerospace film day! The Museum will be screening Smithsonian and NASA space films
throughout the day in our Hangar Deck.
Tuesday, July 23: A unique STEM day for educators to come and experience STEM activities that introduce science, technology, engineering, and mathematics in a hands-on way with real life examples of it in use all around
them! Teacher Registration
Wednesday, July 24: Apollo Retrospective. Come aboard as we look back at the history and legacy of Apollo 11
and relive the recovery of the astronauts and capsule with some of the men who actually participated in the event!
We will then follow with another presentation as we explore the past, present, and future of space exploration and
space travel with experts from NASA and the private aerospace industry!

28th Anniversary Memorial Day Remembrance

Spon-
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The fishing trip of a
lifetime!

Major VNVDV Fundraiser!

Trip for 2 for a
4-day/3-night stay

½ Day guided each day
5hrs/day. Self-guided
unlimited hours of fishing

KING PACIFIC LODGE

Luxury rooms feature a
soaker tub with panoramic
window views!

TRIP FOR THE 2020 SEASON
An iconic luxury lodge to stay in while you fish…
West Sport fishing King Pacific Lodge is a luxury floating lodge, designed in the
spirit of a modern and efficient fishing lodge; where understated elegance

Roundtrip transportation
from Vancouver, Canada
South Terminal to Lodge

meets the wilderness with many quality details and finishing touches catering
exclusively to 34 guests. This trip is currently valued at $9590 CDN/$7112 USD.
For more information on the lodge go to http://kingpacificlodge.com/
Dates will be determined upon availability at King Pacific Lodge. Reservations
available after 5 Feb 2020. All-inclusive from Vancouver. Gratuities not included.

$50 PER OPPORTUNITY
Maximum 300 tickets to be
sold
Contact
Bill Green 925.683.3293
or
Jerry Yahiro 925.683.2541
for tickets

Winner will be drawn
2/2/2020 at the VNVDV
Your “donation” will support VNVDV projects & programs benefitting Veterans & those serving
in 2020-2021
Crab Feed

VNVDV 2020 King Pacific Lodge Trip Fundraiser!
An iconic luxury lodge to stay in while you fish…
West Sport fishing King Pacific Lodge is a luxury floating lodge, designed in
the spirit of a modern and efficient fishing lodge; where understated elegance meets the wilderness with many quality details and finishing touches
catering exclusively to 34 guests. See Bill Green or Jerry Yahiro for tickets –

$50/opportunity/ticket, maximum 300
opportunities/tickets.
For more information on the Lodge go to the King Pacific Lodge website
Here is the flier with more information
To donate for opportunities online (one donation per PayPal login):
https://vnvdv.org/media/pdf/temp/2018KingPacificLodgefundraiser.pdf - ONLINE DONATION IFNO WILL BE UPDATED
Drawing at the VNVDV annual 2020 Super Sunday Crab Feed –
Feb 2th – Sunday at the Veterans Memorial Building in Danville
Need Not be present to Win.

After visiting the VA - Can
no longer tell her I did not see
you… also using the ‘I can’t
hear you’ won’t work either!

June has arrived & Bill Green with his Duck Club Members
Salute “GWOT” Veterans with the VNVDV Annual Retreat
One of the VNVDV’s less publicized efforts is
a special veteran service program designed
by long-time VNVDV member & Director Bill
Green - who serves as a volunteer “mentor”
for Vet Center support groups. Created to
assist our more recent returning vets “GWOT” (Global War on Terrorism) giving
them a safe, relaxed, social environment to
aide in readjustment to civilian life & activities after combat military service.. This is a
weekend retreat for this selected group of
vets.
Assisting the VNVDV with counselor resources and Veteran support is Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office & Concord Vet Center’s “mentors & coaches” allowing time for these younger vets to talk
with other veterans. This worthy program
was developed for returning / GWOT veterans - and made possible, largely due to
funding received by the VNVDV through our
partnership with Phillips 66 & their support
from the annual “Walk of Honor” on Armed
Forces Day. We thank all those who supported this year’s event. These younger veterans will be able to relax in a safe environment & enjoy various activities - fly casting
lessons, skeet shooting, swimming, BBQs,
horseshoes, movies, group campfires, lots of
great food & fellowship with other vets & no
drugs or alcohol.

The NFL Foundation funded a series
of Suicide Prevention courses that
will be produced by PsychArmor for
broad dissemination. I was the author
and SME for the first two courses,
both of which just went live. Both
courses are extremely relevant to our
shared suicide prevention mission
and to the goal of advancing veterancentered care (especially the
"Barriers to Care" course). I wanted
to send the link so that you can review and share them out (they were
specifically funded for dissemination
without limit). I particularly want to
get these into the hands of key people in the veteran support space (like
you) who can share them out as
widely as possible in the service of
our common goal. PsychArmor created a social media kit which is attached here to this email if you can
help.
The "Barriers to Care" course was
scoped out very specifically to help
providers engage veteran patients in
care - and some of what I say is not
applicable to Active Duty contexts.
The point that needs to be made is
that AD Psychologists and clinicians
have a different role to balance with
the mission of troop readiness (which
is appropriate for the AD context) and
this shapes Service members' perceptions of what mental health care
is about. I have nothing but respect
for providers who serve in roles in the
military - especially the kind of "Docs"
who build the level of trust with warfighters that is essential to keeping
them in the fight at times.

VNVDV Member July Birthdays
Gary Villalba

Army

Dick Sperling

Army

Mike Weber

Army

Earl Conklin

Army

James Hill

Army

John Schafgans

Army

Larry Ashlock

Army

Marty De Venuta

Air Force

Ron Huesman

Marines

John Willing

Marines

Alex McElee

Navy

Frank Luna

Army

Wayne Norwood

Army

Bill Chew

Army

Daniel Harrington Navy

Dick Seavey

Army

Joe Cardinale

Steve Cochran

Army

Army

Thanks to the June Speaker Frank Wallace for his presentation on the Marine
Corps assault of “Tarawa Atoll” (Betio Island) 21-23 November 1943

New E-Mail: HSReese@att.net

During the uneven years THE STAND ON THE DELTA 2019 supports
Veterans – check to see where you can help

Find out more - Visit: https://www.deltaveteransgroup.org

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”

“T.J.” has the new
VNVDV Coffee Mugs
that have been prepared for the Viet
Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley… Nice! Order your set from TJ

We Thank David Behring & Joel Hodge
for your support of VNVDV & our two
amazing wheel chair distribution trip to
Vietnam.

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands
The New Paver Section Opened JAN 2019
Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member
or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!

New Walkway of 600+ Pavers to Open $300.

Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall.
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver
www.AllWarsMemorial.org
Questions? See link on AWM Website

Please SUPPORT & FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES:
Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office - Open in Danville every Wednesday - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt.
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit: www.AllWarsMemorial.org
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at: www.MarineClub.com
Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit: www.SentinelsofFreedom.org
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit: www.WineforWheels.org
Blue Star Moms #101 website: www.bluestarmoms.org & Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org
VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley at: www.VNVDV.org
VISIT THE VMB/SRV’s WEBSITE - for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING at:
www.VMBSRV.org

SB-562 Property taxation: exemption: principal residence: veterans and
their unmarried surviving spouses.(2019-2020)
Veterans, WE NEED YOUR HELP, Please call Assemblywoman Autumn Burke at her Assembly Appropriation Committee office (highlighted below) and use the script to let the committee know you support
this bill to support our California disabled veterans.

Call to Assemblymember
Autumn Burke
Chair, Assembly Committee
on Revenue and Taxation
Capitol Office: (916) 319-2062
Committee Office: (916) 3192098

Call to Assemblymember Autumn Burke
Chair, Assembly Committee on Revenue and Taxation
Capitol Office: (916) 319-2062
Committee Office: (916) 319-2098

“Hi my name is ________________ and I am calling to urge Assemblymember
Burke to pass SB 562 out of her committee. This bill will serve the needs of
California’s disabled veterans. Thank you.”

Call to Assemblymember Autumn Burke
Chair, Assembly Committee on Revenue and Taxation
Capitol Office: (916) 319-2062
Committee Office: (916) 319-2098

“Hi my name is ________________ and I am calling to urge Assemblymember
Burke to pass SB 562 out of her committee. This bill will serve the needs of
California’s disabled veterans. Thank you.”

Because You Chose To Proudly Serve
Oakmont Memorial Park Cemetery in Lafayette is offering
major financial assistance to all Veterans and Veteran Spouses on both Traditional and Cremation Property.
Pre-Planning Lifts the Burdens Off Your Loved Ones

Contact: Thomas Corbett, Veteran Liaison Officer, LIC# 44629
(925) 935-3311, (925) 216-4785
TCOAK8@gmail.com
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