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2014 

RAYMOND 
“Ray”  

La Rochelle 
Elected as 

VNVDV 
President for 

2014 - and 
the  new 

Officers & 
Directors 

assume their 
duties on 
Jan. 1st   

asking for  
your 

continued 
support in 

2014 

Donations for 
our Raffle & Si-
lent Auction are 
Needed for Crab 
Feed on Super 

Sunday FEB 
2nd  Don’t turn 
them in late - col-
lect them & turn 
in Early! 

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

January 2, 2014 Dinner Speaker 

Captain Randall J. Ramian, USN 

CEO of the USS Hornet Museum 

The VNVDV’s only fundraiser we conduct is one- 
month away & we do need every member to help, 
in addition to support from our many friends.  Col-
lectively we can make 2014 a success.  We need 
members & guests to attend. Tickets available at 
our JAN. Dinner Meeting or you can reserve your 
tickets in advance. We are in need of many donated 
items for our silent auction - raffle & door prizes. 
Donate items personally & use the donation request 
letter included in this newsletter. Please bring your 
items to any of our meetings or drop them off at the 
Veterans Memorial Building office in Danville.  See 
the details inside this edition.  Questions?  
Contact Skip George 415-640-8403. 

 

Major General Ronald Lowe, U.S. Ar-
my (ret) honored for his extremely ac-
tive  support of veterans & military was 
selected as recipient of the VietNam 
Veterans of Diablo Valley’s distin-
guished Gary Villalba Dedicated Ser-
vice Award, the highest honor the or-
ganization bestows on any individual 
serving veterans. His involvement con-
tinues into 2014 accepting the leader-
ship  position of Executive Board Chair 
for EBSD, vacated by Denver Mills up-
on his retirement from the Vet Center. 
Dennis Giacovelli was selected & hon-
ored as “Veteran of the Year” by the 
VNVDV for his active participation in 
supporting fellow veterans; & his lead-
ership as Chair for the Veterans Memo-
rial Building for the San Ramon Valley 
Operations Committee in Danville. 
Ken Dami, manager responsible at 
Tesoro Golden Eagle Refinery for begin-
ning Tesoro sponsorship of “Operation 
Santa Claus” a joint Christmas Program 
for military personnel & their families 
annually with the Blue Star Moms & VNVDV 
Nathan Johnson, Contra Costa County Veterans Service 
Officer was awarded a Life Membership in the VNVDV. 
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I’m taking this final opportunity to thank 
everyone who had the confidence in me 
to lead this organization for the past two 
years.  But it wasn’t just me; we had a 
great Board of Directors and Officers who 
made so many things happen.  Also, big 
thanks to all of you who gave of your time, 
your efforts and sometimes even your do-
nations to the numerous activities in 
which we participated.  Some 45 years 
ago we stepped up and served our coun-
try in the military.  Today we continue to 
step up as we support our community of 
veterans, their families and currently 
serving military. 

Bravo Zulu. 

 Slatts    

 

Michael Slattengren 
President 2012 - 2013 
PH: (925) 837 - 6238 

Plan to Join Us on Armed Forces Day  -  

For the Phillips 66 Walk of Honor  

In Crockett - Third Saturday in May 2014 

Please join us for this major event to support 

our veterans & the Crockett VMB 



 

 

Captain Randell J. Ramian, USN 

On our Thursday…  January 2nd Dinner meeting, we will spend an hour with 
Captain Ramian who provide an overview history of the USS Hornet (CV-8). 

We are all familiar with the USS Hornet (CV-12) and the connection with Apol-
lo 11 and the first moon landing, but did you know it was originally named the 
USS Dearsarge?  The name was changed in honor of the USS Hornet (CV-8) 
that was sunk at the Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands in 1942.  Our beloved Hor-
net, now a floating museum and anchored in Alameda, is in fact, the eighth USS 
Hornet.  The first was a ten-gun sloop commissioned in 1775 and served in the 
American Revolutionary War.  The first two ships in the Continental Navy were 
the Hornet and the Wasp. 

Come join us for our January dinner meeting to meet & hear Captain Randall J. 
Ramian, USN, CEO of the USS Hornet Museum, who will be educating us 
on the 240 year history of the Hornet ships.  The Doolittle Raid, Battle of Mid-
way, Battle of Santa Cruz Island,  First Barbary War, Spanish-American War and 
yes, even the Viet Nam War are only a few of the conflicts the various Hornet 
ships have been involved in. 

The current Hornet (CV-12) is one of the most decorated ships of the US Na-
vy.  It destroyed over 1400 Japanese aircraft, ranking second behind the Es-
sex.  She shot down 72 enemy aircraft in a single day, in which 10 Hornet pilots 
attained “Ace in a Day” status.   

The Hornet is now a floating museum.  She educates and also entertains 
us.  She hosts big bands, school groups and girl scout overnights.  And one 
more thing, the USS Hornet is said to be one of the most haunted places in 
America. 

EBSD 2014 is scheduled for September 11 to 14, 
2014.  The first public informational / coordination 
planning meeting will be held, January 14, 2014, at 
the Veterans Memorial Building - 115 E. Prospect 
Avenue in Danville - beginning at 6:30 PM (1830).  



 

 



 

 

Oakland Raiderettes 
10th Year Appearance 

Frank Wallace, author of  “Kennedy’s General” a bi-
ography of  David M. Shoup, 22nd Commandant of the 

Marine Corps.   With the help of his father, who had fought 
at the battle of Tarawa, (the battle for which David M. 
Shoup was awarded the Medal of Honor) this story 
tells how a poor farm boy rose to become a four star gen-

eral and the Commandant of the Marine Corps.  



 

 

30 

Our Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office is “the place” to have all of your VA 
paperwork completed - by a qualified, experienced service rep. & this service is for all 

veterans FREE & available M - F in Martinez &  on Wednesdays in Danville 10-2 

Veterans Benefits Contact: 

Nathan D. Johnson 
Veterans Service Officer 

Contra Costa County 
10 Douglas Dr. Suite 100 

Martinez, CA 94553 
Tel:  (925) 313-1481 

Fax: (925) 313-1490 
Nathan.johnson@vs.cccounty.us 

Danville VSO Office -  400 Hartz Ave. Room 208 -  Open every 
Wednesday from 10am to 2pm (Except Holidays).  Martinez Office is 
“drop-in” & Danville you can make an appointment by calling in ad-
vance to the Martinez VSO Office for appointment (925) 313-1481. 

The VNVDV strongly encourages all veterans to obtain trained - pro-
fessional veteran service assistance free of charge when dealing with 

any of your VA claims, benefits, appeals, or other questions about vet-
eran services which you have earned through your military service. 
These services are also available for the veteran’s family members. 
Don’t try to complete VA forms alone or go the process alone - pro 
help is available & it’s local & the best you will find anywhere in the 

State of California!  Vets… just tell them the VNVDV referred you ! 

mailto:Nathan.johnson@vs.cccounty.us


 

 

Affordable Care Act  &  Veterans 

and the Veterans Health Administration 
The provisions of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) upheld by the 
U.S. Supreme Court will not affect the current role the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) has in the lives of America's Veterans.  

We will continue to provide Veterans with high quality, 
comprehensive health care and benefits they have 
earned through their service. VA health care does not 

The VNVDV encourages 

all Veterans to enroll for 

VA Health Care by first 

visiting our Contra Cos-

ta County  trained pro-

fessional Veteran Ser-

vice Officers - who are 

your advocates & pro-

vide this service FREE at 

their County Service Of-

fices.   Get  VA Health 

Care - it is the Best! 

A special thanks to Martin “Marty” De Venuta for his invaluable 
contribution to the VNVDV while performing the duties of Treasurer for the past 
four years. This essential function required constant attention and an under-
standing how the financial records must be maintained to meet Organizational 
and Tax standards. Marty will continue to assist during the transition of Treasur-
er duties to Slatts.   BRAVO-ZULU  Marty! 



 

 

FEDERAL BENEFITS FOR VETERANS 
Link to 2012 Veterans Handbook:  

 http://www.va.gov/opa/publications/benefits_book/2012_Federal_benefits_ebook_final.pdf 

Download your  copy of your Veteran Benefit Handbook - Review the benefits you may have earned with your service! 

Member - VNVDV  &  Marine Corps League 

http://www.va.gov/opa/publications/benefits_book/2012_Federal_benefits_ebook_final.pdf


 

 



 

 

Attention:  ALL Veterans 

Danville’s Veteran Memorial 
Building OPEN every SAT. AM 
from 0800 to 1100 for a free 

coffee & pastry social get-
together.  Stop by for a few 

minutes, an hour, stay as long 
as you desire - leave when 

you want.  Meet in our new 
lounge - see the museum dis-

plays - bring a friend!   

The VMB Museum is Open 
Monday thru Friday 9 to 3 for 
public visitors.  Past President 
Mike Slattengren is looking 

for any members interested in 
volunteering a few hours 

each month as a VMB Docent 
for our Historical Military 

Museum tours & Training is  
provided. Contact “Slatts”  

VMB Renovation Coffee Table Book 
The are available now at meetings & VMB 
Books sell for $45.00.  All proceeds go di-
rectly to pay for the operating expenses of 

the Veterans portion of the Veterans Memo-
rial Building for the San Ramon Valley 



 

 

MARINE DAY LUNCHEON —- 9 JANUARY 2014 
ATTENTION  ON  DECK: 

The Unites States Marine Corps Council of Northern California is proud to announce the  Marine Day Luncheon on Thursday, 9 Jan 2014, from 
11:45 A.M. to 14:30  in the Crystal Ballroom at the Marines’ Memorial Club and Hotel, 609 Sutter St., San Francisco.  

The guest speaker will be Major General Lawrence D. Nicholson, Commanding General, 1st Marine Division. Prior to assuming Command if 
1MARDIV, Major General Nicholson commanded the 5th Marine Regiment and deployed with them to Fallujah, Iraq, Major General Nicholson 
served as the Deputy Commanding General, Marine Corps Combat Development Command at Quantico and in January of 2009 became the 
Commanding General of the 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade, Task Force Leatherneck, and deployed with them  for a year to Southern Af-
ghanistan. Upon return from this combat tour he was assigned as the Senior Military Assistant to the Deputy Secretary of Defense in Washington 
DC in July 2010 and in February 2012, Major General Nicholson returned to Afghanistan for a year serving as the Operations Officer for the 
ISFA Joint command in Kabul, Afghanistan. Major General Nicholson assumed command of the 1st Marine Division in June 2013.  

Coordination Council President Colonel Allan Cruz, USMC (Ret.) will present the Marine of the Year Award at the luncheon. 

An excellent buffet luncheon will be served prior to the Major General’s presentation. This event is open to all active duty, retired and veteran 
Marines, as well as friends of marines. The USMC Coordinating Council  encourages al Bay Area Marines and Veteran marines to attend and 
bring a guest. 

Tickets for the event are $35.00 in advance. Unreserved seating will be available at the door the day of the event for $40.00. Tickets for Active 
Duty Marine are $20.00. Reservations may be made by contacting Ms. MacKenzie Jakoubek at (415) 673-6672, ext. 215 or by mail to: Marine 
Day Luncheon c/o MacKenzie Jakoubek, Marines’ Memorial Club and Hotel, 609 Sutter Str., San Francisco 94102. Checks should be made out 
to Marine Corps Coordinating Council.  

Marine Challenge Rules will apply. As we all know,  in order to attract first-rate speakers, it is necessary to have good attendance at the Marine 
Day Luncheons. In recognition and appreciation of member support, the Council is making an Award of $100 to the Unit or Organization that 
has the most members in attendance at Marine Day Luncheons. 

Proceeds from this event will go to the Semper Fi Fund 

Save the Date  -  Saturday March 15th 2014 @ 6:00 PM 

The first, and, hopefully Annual,  Combined /Joint 

Veterans Service Organization  (VSO) 

VMB Operations Fundraiser 

Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner -  $30.00 

See Dennis Giacovelli or Lee Halverson for reservations or questions. 

Please help us by collecting an item to auction, mark “for CB&C”  

and deliver to the Veterans Memorial Building before March 1, 2014       
All funds collected go directly to your 

Veterans Memorial Building Operating Committee to pay for the op-
erating expenses of the Veterans portion of the building 



 

 



 

 



 

 

IN MEMORY  

PETER G. RUBIN 

DECEMBER 14, 2013 



 

 



 

 


