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Serving as an 
Officer or Director 
can be one of the 
most rewarding 
experiences…  

I encourage 
members to 

consider serving 
on the Board of 

Directors 
in 2014 

Join us on 
Saturday … 

“Morning Coffee” 
& pastries with 
fellow veterans 

every Saturday from 
8AM until 11AM 

At the Danville 
Veterans Memorial 

Building 

VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley 
Honored by Walnut Festival’s  

Twilight Parade Committee 

Recognized as Veteran Marching 
Unit in the great downtown Walnut 
Creek annual event. We thank the 
Blue Star Moms for American Flag 
Distribution along the parade route 

+ the Concord Huey & WWR 

VNVDV Mike Slattengren reviewed at our 
Sept dinner his experiences as President &  
some of the issues he asked the Board to 

address.  To further enhance VNVDV opera-
tions & our overall organization, a set of By-
Law minor revisions were proposed & ap-

proved by the Board (printed in two months 
of news). The nomination/election commit-

tee will request a membership vote at the 
October General Membership Meeting.  

This is second  notice of this official vote. 

Annual Meeting is scheduled for November 

Welcome to October’s INCOMING. As always we’ve been 
busy with activities of a Welcome Home, a parade and contin-
ued planning meetings for up coming activities. 

We continue to have great speakers at our dinner meetings & in 
September at Crow Canyon Country Club; a WWII infantryman 
who journaled his time in service along with pictures he took 
with his SLR camera.  Combat Engineer Aaron Latkin in Pat-
ton’s 3rd Army at the Battle of the Bulge and then later they were 
one of the 1st to find a concentration camp or as he called said, 
it was really a death camp.  His presentation was quite good.   

On Sat. Sept. 14 eleven VNVDV members participated Walnut 
Festival’s Twilight Parade.  We 11 members carried our 
VNVDV banner, American, California and for the 1st time our 
very own VNVDV organization flag along with the five service 
flags and POW/MIA flag.  We were honored to have the BSM’s 
to join us and hand out individual American flags (same as we 
distribute in Danville’s 4th of July parade).  The Concord Vet Cen-
ter’s AMVETS trailered Huey & the Warrior Watch Riders 
joined us.  We might be getting old, but we were awarded the 
military marching unit trophy!   

The VNVDV is sponsoring the “Veteran Swim Challenge” 
Take the Rock... a “veteran swim” in the bay from Alcatraz to 
the San Francisco Aquatic Park to benefit veterans.  This will 
take place on Saturday Oct 12.  We will be providing a high 
carbo breakfast for them before they boat out to Alcatraz to 
swim back to SF.  Then while they will be swimming we will be 
BBQing a lunch for all the participants.  Anyone who would like 
to be there, please contact Bill Green or Jerry Yahiro who are 
coordinating the food service.  It will be an early morning start 
6AM. (they will start swimming at 8 am), but we should be out of 
there prior to noon that day.  Our member Earle Conklin is co-
ordinating the swim as he is an experienced open water swim-
mer.  He has rounded up many, expert coaches who will kayak, 
drive zodiacs & wave runner along side the swimmers for their 
safety.  He has held a number of practice swims already, pre-
paring these disabled veteran swimmers for that big day.  This 
will be a big morale booster for those veterans swimming. 

We continue to plan for Veterans Day (Nov 11th at 11 am – re-
member 11/11 @ 11) to be held at San Ramon Valley High 

School Performance Theater in Danville (it’s the building where we 
formed up for the 4th of July parade).   Planning meetings are held 
the 1st Tuesday of each month at the Veteran Memorial Building 
at noon.  This year the program honors our Viet Nam veterans & 
Col. Allen Cruz, USMC is the keynote speaker.  This is a joint 
VSO effort (VFW, MCL & AL along with us), not just the VNVDV 
members.  Everyone is invited to attend this Veteran program. 

VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

Established in 1991 
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Michael Slattengren 
President 2012 - 2013 

PH: (925) 837-6238 
E: President .VNVDV@gmail.com 

OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION TO ALL VNVDV MEMBERS  

VNVDV President Mike Slattengren appointed Past President  & 
Board Advisor Jerry Yahiro as Chair  for the 2014 Nominations & 
Election Committee.  To ALL VNVDV Members:  Nominations for 
all positions are Open.  The Election of Officers & Directors for 
2014 will be conducted at our “ANNUAL MEETING” as by-laws 
direct on the first Thursday of November - 7th @ 1800 at Crow 
Canyon Country Club in Danville. Additional Past Presidents are 
serving and will process nominations & conduct all elections & 
vote.  A by-law modification vote will be held at the Oct. meeting. 

The Pleasanton VFW post hosts a Veterans Day parade in 
Pleasanton each year and this year it will be on Sunday Nov 3.  
We have been asked to participate again this year.  So another 
fine parade to march in.  Contact Ray to participate in parade. 

The SRV Veterans Memorial Building is open from 9 am to 3 
pm each day, Monday – Friday.  There are a number of do-
cents standing 3 hr shifts to share the building information and 
displays with visitors.  We continue to look for more volunteers 
(easy 1 hour training provided), so if you are interested in vol-
unteering 1 or 2 shifts a month (not much time taken away from 
your schedule) please let me know.  

We are also starting advance planning for the annual Super 
Sunday Crab Feed / fund raiser we have each year.  This com-
ing year it will be held on Sunday Feb 2, 2014.  Mark you cal-
endar.  This needs a number of hands to assist in various posi-
tions.  None of them are hard, but since this is a big fund raiser 
(we usually raise approximately $8000 - $9000 allowing us to 
support veteran programs) we’ve got quite a few sub commit-
tees to break up the work load.  If you are interested in helping 
please see me.     

 Remember the various veteran groups who use the SRV Veter-
an Memorial Building (we being one of them) are having 
“Saturday morning coffee” gatherings.  It’s open from 8 – 11 
am each Saturday.  It’s a nice way to spend an occasional Sat-
urday morning visiting with fellow veterans.  Come when 
you’d like between 8 & 11 and leave when you’d like.  It’s just 
a nice way to start a Saturday morning.  

According to our by-laws a “life membership” dues in the 
VNVDV is calculated as 8 times the annual dues.  Since our 
dues were lowered this year to $25 per year, the life member-
ship payment of $200 is a bargain for you to consider.  If you 
are considering this, please let me,  or our Membership Direc-
tor Bill Chew know.  

Finally, don’t forget our Operation Welcome Home’s.  As 
mentioned each month, if you are interested in participating in 
these, let Public Relations Director John Reese know you want 
to be on his distribution list when we learn about when these 
young warriors come home.  No special skills are needed, just 
show up with a flag in your hand, a smile on your face and a 
thank you hand shake for the young man or woman.  These are 
fun gatherings and only take about an hour out of your day.  It 
is very fulfilling for both the returnees and to each of us.  We 
had a welcome home earlier in September for a young man 
who just came home from Marine Boot camp, after leaving for 
that training 2 days after graduating from high school.    We 
have two coming up the first weekend in October. 

There is a lot of information in each INCOMING newsletter, so 
be sure to look at all the articles.  Besides information on the 
various activities we participate in or support, there is further 
information we need as veterans for ourselves and our fami-
lies.   This is available on-line at our newly revised website in 
addition to the past issues published.  I want to thank Chelle 
for her efforts &  many hours in updating our VNVDV site. 

I hope to see all of you at our October dinner meeting on 
Thursday Oct 3, 2013, 6 pm at the Crow Canyon Country Club 
in San Ramon.  Social hour starts at 5 pm.  At this dinner meet-
ing we will have a ballot for the proposed by-laws I shared last 
month and that were in last months INCOMING. Members & supporters…  Have you got news about future events or 

news for veterans & even photos from veteran events.?  Please share 
your information with our Information & PR Directors each month. 



 

 

VNVDV Thanks goes to September 

Featured Guest Dinner  Speaker...  

WW II Veteran AARON LATKIN 

NATHAN  JOHNSON -  

Contra Costa County Veterans Service Officer 
 
This is a very special, evening opportunity open to all Veteran members of VSOs & all military veterans – 
along with their family members to attend & hear – personally obtaining the latest information on YOUR VA 
Federal Benefits - CA State Benefits  & CC County Benefits.  This is a “do-not miss” dinner speaker for 
Veterans / Military & family members in our community at this Thursday’s - October 3rd dinner meeting  

  
Nathan will discuss those veteran benefits you have EARNED - through your military service…  as you 
proudly wore the uniform of our United States Military.  Join us - find out about recent changes & updates. 
  
You might remember the amount of pay received while serving...     Remember - this could be the "other por-
tion" of your military service compensation you become eligible for - after you leave the military - becoming a 
veteran.  You should not leave your benefits on the table!  At least attend to discover more of what might be  
available.  If not for YOU... do it for your family!  
 
Our local, Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office is THE Number ONE "Service Team" of 
experienced, objective professionals and true experts in veteran services, claims & all other benefits which 
may be available for ALL Veterans & their family members at NO Cost!   It's time you find out more 
about the Affordable Care Act - as a veteran...  if you have enrolled in the VA Health Care System.  Get all your 
benefit questions answered by our objective, third-party (not VA) County Veteran Advocate Team. 
  
This is the one meeting you should bring your spouse and/or members of your immediate family... allow-
ing them to be aware of the expert assistance available FREE to all veterans & family members.  It is this 
Thursday – please attend our October 3rd dinner meeting and hear directly from our Contra Costa County 
Veterans Service Officer - Nathan Johnson. Served eight years at the Concord Vet Center helping veterans. 
 

If you are already a client of our County VSO or enrolled in the VA Health Care System – remember… 
benefits do change.  It might be time for your "benefit check-up" with Nathan & the outstanding team of 
veteran service representatives.  Find out how to make an appointment for you & your family members at our 
Danville Veterans Memorial Building on Wednesdays or during regular hours at their Martinez VSO office.  
 

Make plans now to join us Thursday Oct.3rd at Crow Canyon Country Club – Danville/San Ramon - 1700 
Hrs. Social Hour and at 1800 Hrs. the chef’s choice buffet dinner ($25. members & guests) followed by our fea-
tured monthly guest speaker.  Please join us for a fun & informative dinner!  Open to all. 



 

 

The proposed changes above in the VNVDV By-Laws will be voted on at the October Business Meeting—First 
Thursday at approximately 1900 Hrs. by all VNVDV Members “in good standing” and present at the Dinner Meet-
ing OCT 3rd.  Change objective to allowing Life Memberships sooner due to the advancing age of VietNam veterans 
and allow other worthy, active veteran members to participate as a Director on the Board  assisting the VNVDV. 



 

 

Children’s Monster Mash  
(take your grandkids) 

Friday – Oct. 25th  Danville  
Volunteers Needed 

Join us for a scary good time at the Town of Danville’s 11th Annual Chil-
dren’s Fall Fest. Festivities will include arts and crafts, face painting, games 
and trick-or-treating. All of these fall-filled activities will take place Friday, 
October 25 at the Danville Community Center, located at 420 Front Street. 
This event is perfect for all the little monsters ages 1 through 9. Light re-
freshments will be served. 

There are two sessions to choose from for this event; 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
or 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Pre-registration is required and no walk-ins can 
be accommodated. Register online at www.danvillerecguide.com or call 
(925) 314-3400 for more information. 

Due to limited spaces available, if a session is full the Town encourages chil-
dren to be added to the waitlist in case the Town is able to accommodate 
additional participants. 

Volunteers are needed to help with this event. For more information or to 
sign up as a volunteer, visit www.danville.ca.gov/Volunteer_Opportunities. 

http://www.danvillerecguide.com
http://www.danville.ca.gov/Volunteer_Opportunities


 

 



 

 

Danville’s Veteran Memorial 
Building OPEN Veterans Day 
weekend (Sat-Sun-Mon) & 

weekdays for public visitors.  
President Mike Slattengren 
request members interested 
in volunteering a few hours 

as a Docent for our Historical 
Military Museum in our new 
Veterans Memorial Building 

for the San Ramon Valley.  

Interested?  Contact VNVDV 
President Mike “Slatts” Slat-
tengren for details / training 
- easy hours.  Stop & visit the 

military displays. 



 

 

Monte Vista High School offered Free tickets to all Veterans in the community for their Sept. Foot-
ball Game.  This was the schools local tribute to our Vets!  The school offered every Veteran an 
“advance” ticket – which included:  free admission, free hot dog, beverage, and piece of apple pie 
(home baked by Magret Munes!).  This was a great event sponsored by Monte Vista High School. 

Jon Cavaiani, Memorial Day speaker, good friend & VNVDV Life 
Member is undergoing treatment for a blood disorder/cancer at 
Stanford.  Please keep Jon in your thoughts & prayers.  Thank You 

The VNVDV President & Board of Directors encourages all members and 
supporters to remember those who cannot attend our monthly meetings in 
your thoughts..  Please “check-in” on members & supporters you do not see 
or miss… and we encourage you to visit those who are unable to get out any 
longer.  How about giving them a call - or drop a short note or card in the 
mail… and let them know You Care because they served!  Our best wishes - 
thoughts & prayers go out to any member ill, or in distress.  Contact the Prez. 



 

 

Member - VNVDV  &  Marine Corps League 

Sentinels of Freedom  
2013 Dinner Gala and Golf Tournament 

Thanks to all for supporting this year’s gala! 

Members interested in being more 

active in the VNVDV organization  

Please contact Jerry Yahiro ASAP 

to find out about various officer & 

director positions available for 

the new term - assistance provided 

Do you have an  “All Wars Memorial”  PAVER ? 

These solid granite stones set in the walkway at 
Oak Hill Park and now limited… Honor a veterans, 

friend, neighbor, family member with a tribute 
which will last forever…  an AWM  Paver.  $250.00 

Thanks to the Blue Star Moms 
for all your support of our troops & veterans! 



 

 



 

 

Swim practice with the outstanding coaches has pro-
gressed extremely well supporting the veterans & 
military participating as they near the start of this 
amazing life challenge!  

Take The Rock - Practice & Swim at - Aquatic Park  

499 Jefferson Street -  San Francisco, CA  

Find out more on – http://www.meetup.com/Take-The-Rock-Veteran-Swim-
Challenge/event 

Vets have been working with Swim Director, Kirk McKinney, who recently swam 
Lake Tahoe the long way (22 miles which is why we call ourselves LOCO.) Kirk and the great coaches have been provid-
ing each participant with tips on how to swim in open water, and allowed time for lots of practice. After each practice - 
the veterans review their experience & discuss ways to work on improvement areas prior to the Veteran Swim Challenge.   
The Take the Rock swim will be on Saturday - Oct. 12th leaving Aquatic Park area by boat to Alcatraz for the one & one-
half mile swim back to San Francisco taking less than two-hours.  The Hyde Street Pier is a great location to watch the 
swim.  They are planning to enter the water around 0800 Hrs.  For more details check the Swim events page on: 
Meetup.com.  VNVDV is sponsoring these veterans & military - many who are service-connected vets providing encour-
agement for life after military service.  VNVDV will provide the swimmers pre-event “carb load” & Swimmer BBQ after 
the Swim Challenge.  We are proud to continue our support of veterans at the Concord Vet Center & our military. 



 

 

FEDERAL BENEFITS FOR VETERANS 

Link to 2012 Veterans Handbook:  http://www.va.gov/opa/publications/benefits_book/2012_Federal_benefits_ebook_final.pdf 

Download your  copy of your Veteran Benefit Handbook - Review the benefits you may have earned with your service! 

VMB Danville Veteran Service Officer Outstation Hours 

Danville Outstation -  400 Hartz Ave. Room 208 -  Open every 

Wednesday from 10am to 2pm (Except Holidays).  Your appointments 

may be scheduled by calling (925) 313-1481 (Martinez VSO). 

Richmond also features a branch office - 100-37th Street - Room 1033 - Veterans service is 
available on Tuesdays from 9am to 12pm & 1pm to 4pm (Except Holidays). To reach this of-

fice by phone, call (510) 374-3241. 

We pledge to continue comprehensive and respectful services to the 

Veterans community of Contra Costa County. This is a FREE service! 

Nathan Johnson - County Veterans Service Officer 

http://www.va.gov/opa/publications/benefits_book/2012_Federal_benefits_ebook_final.pdf
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Our Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office is “the place” to have all of your VA 
paperwork completed - by a qualified, experienced service rep. & this service is for all 

veterans FREE & available M - F in Martinez &  on Wednesdays in Danville 10-2 

Veterans Benefits Contact: 

Nathan D. Johnson 
Veterans Service Officer 

Contra Costa County 
10 Douglas Dr. Suite 100 

Martinez, CA 94553 

Tel:  (925) 313-1481 
Fax: (925) 313-1490 

Nathan.johnson@vs.cccounty.us 

Important notice…  If you know teachers who would be interested in the assistance of our VNVDV Speak-
er’s Bureau as the new school term starts... please let them know of our outstanding history & educational 
program - available to all schools & grade levels. As a member… Take time to find out more about this pro-
gram and others  - helping join in and being an active part of our group.  Contact Mike Martin at (925) 820-
1401 or Bill Green (925) 820-5918 regarding personal school contacts for the 2013-2014 school term. 

The VNVDV Speaker’s Bureau  finished an outstanding 2012 - 2013 school term and has surpassed 53,000 
school students reached through our popular supplementary history education program.   report to the mem-
bership and our Diablo Valley community they have shared this valuable history of our nation at war during 
the VietNam period with school children !  The VNVDV Speaker’s Bureau is Chaired by Mike Martin - Director 
of Speakers and Bill Green - who is a member of the Board of Directors and uses the VNVDV membership to 
assist in the presentations to school children ranging from elementary schools through college, although the 
primary audience is high school history classes in the Contra Costa and Alameda County school districts. 

 The VNVDV Speaker’s Bureau  was recognized by the state’s California Department of Education as a 
community leader in sharing Viet Nam history education with Diablo Valley school teachers and students.  
CONGRATULATIONS to both Mike and Bill as their enter a new year of  speaker leadership. Also thanks to 
all the members who volunteered hours and days to help students learn history first hand from those who 
proudly served and were there! A special thanks to the Vietnam Helicopters for their ongoing support! 

mailto:Nathan.johnson@vs.cccounty.us


 

 



 

 



 

 

The rumor at the 

water cooler has it - 

that good friend & 

long-time veteran 

service provider, in-

novator of Stand 
Down services and 

a dirty-brown-water 

Navy vet - AKA:  
DENVER MILLS, who 

serves as the Team 
Leader at the Con-

cord Vet Center - a 

location known as a 

leader in innovative ways to assist veterans.  So after over thirty years of service he is on 

leave - practicing retirement & going fishing - even camping - imagine that!  He has left 
the Vet Center and - we understand “he is on vacation” at this time!  Thank you Denver. 

Yes… one of the many faces of Denver 
Mills as he served our veterans well. 

Many thanks to “Denver”  for his service to all veterans throughout his amazing career.  He is 
still a member of the VNVDV and we are proud he is among us - Proudly he Served our vets! 



 

 



 

 



 

 

The VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley  was estab-

lished in 1991 as a non-profit, local, grass-roots Veterans 

organization to promote & enhance the image of the Viet 

Nam Veteran through Community Service & Support of fel-

low Veterans. The Veteran’s Memorial Building for the San 

Ramon Valley located in Danville is Open daily with Coffee 

on Saturdays until 11AM. Looking for Docents. - Come Visit! 

The VNVDV meets monthly on the 1st Thursday of every 

month in the Diablo Valley @ Crow Canyon Country 
Club.  Our Board of Directors Meetings are held on the 3rd 

Thursday of each month at the Veterans Memorial Building 

in Danville.  To find out more about programs we support... 

visit our website at www.VNVDV.com.  All veterans & 

their guests are welcome to attend our dinner meetings. We 

are a casual -  fun - social veterans group - always looking 

for new members who enjoy friendship & the special bond 

as military veterans.  We are Proud of our Military Ser-

vice... & of our continued contributions to fellow veterans & 

our community.  Our dinner  meeting is social - just dinner 

& a guest speaker of interest to veterans & military.  All  

meetings are OPEN… fellow veterans - active duty military 

guests - supporters & history buffs welcome! ... Join us! 

Oct 3rd -  Featured GUEST SPEAKER & DINNER 
at CROW CANYON COUNTRY CLUB in San Ramon 

Social Hour starts at 1700 - Dinner at 1815 

Don’t Miss our great monthly speakers! 

V iet  N am Ve teran s  of  Dia bl o  Val le y  

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley 

Post Office Box  2079 

Danville,  CA  94526 - 2079 

E-Mail:  VNVDV1@gmail.com 

Web:  www.VNVDV.com 

 

Contact Us… Visit our Website…  
Attend our Open Meetings…  
Participate in our Community ! 

John Garfield Reese, 

Publisher & Editor   

VNVDV Public Relations Director  

President— 

Michael Slattengren 

Vice President -  

  Ray La Rochelle 

Treasurer -  

   Martin De Venuta 

Secretary -  

   Cliff De Cuir  

Director-at-Large -  

  Dennis Giacovelli 

Membership -  

   Bill Chew 

Public Relations -  

   John  Reese 

Information - 

   Vacant 

Events -  

   Vacant 

Speakers - 

   Mike Martin 

Procurement -  

   Bill Green 

 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

2013 OFFICERS  &  

BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Jerry Yahiro 

John Estes 

Del  Loewe 

Tim  Hart 

Mike Weber 

Mike McDaniel 

Rich Lambert 

Ron Azarcon 

Bill Picton 

Norm Mahalich 

 - Est. 1991 - 
The “INCOMING” is the Official Newsletter of the VNVDV – view it on-line at www.VNVDV.com 


