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Welcome to December’s INCOMING. As always a number of member
volunteers have been busy with activities for our Operation Welcome
Home events and also continued planning meetings for up coming
events in 2014. I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving celebration with family and friends and that everyone is safe and healthy.
Our November dinner speaker at Crow Canyon Country Club was our
own member Earle Conklin who shared with us the logistics of our
Veteran Swim Challenge the VNVDV helped sponsor from Alcatraz to
San Francisco in the month of October. He brought 2 veterans who
took the challenge swimming with him and shared with us the feeling of
accomplishment they experienced participating in and completing this
swim challenge. Both of these young veterans spoke from the heart
and it was very moving to hear them share their stories. The event was
a huge success for all the veterans who participated as they completed
a swim challenge that few people have attempted or accomplished.
Veterans Day (always on Nov 11th at 11 am) was another successful
recognition of all veterans. The major program for the Diablo Valley
was held at San Ramon Valley High School’s Performance Art Theater
in Danville. This was a joint VSO effort with planning & participation by
VFW, MCL, Al along with the VNVDV & Blue Star Moms. Our VP Ray
LaRochelle was MC of the program with Col. Allan Cruz, USMC (ret)
from Marine Corp League #942 as the main speaker... sharing many
facts about the Viet Nam war. BSM sharing her views of that time was
Georgann Seavey who was a flight attendant for Flying Tiger Airlines.
She spoke of what it was like to bring a plane full of soldiers to Viet
Nam and then flying another plane full of men back to the US who had
served their year in Viet Nam and the difference in the attitudes of the
men in those flights. It was a talk shared from her heart. The Chorus
of the San Ramon Valley High School performed one of the finest patriotic medlies of songs & music we had the pleasure of hearing. Along
with that program, the Veteran Memorial Building Library & Historical
Museum was open on Sat (11/9) from 9 am to 3 pm and again Sunday
and Monday (11/10 & 11/11) from noon to 3 pm with special displays of
military uniforms, vehicles, communications equipment and other items.
It was well attended by hundreds of Diablo Valley families & lots of children learning about history from their parents & docents at the VMB.
Prior to the Veterans Day weekend the Pleasanton VFW post hosted a
Veterans Day parade in Pleasanton the VNVDV participated in on Sunday, Nov 3. Thanks to all members who showed up & carried their military service colors & our VNVDV banner letting the parade attendees
know who we are & how proud we were to have served our country.
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Along with those activities a number of members were asked to attend and
speak to schools and Boy Scout Troops concerning our service in the military. A very busy 2 weeks around Veteran’s Day - November 11th.
Our December dinner meeting is on Thursday Dec 5th. This is not a buffet, but a
sit down, served dinner. At this dinner meeting we will not have a speaker, but
will be recognizing those who have gone that extra mile and contributed their time
and efforts this past year. This is a special evening!
The SRV Veterans Memorial Building is open from 9 am to 3 pm each day, Monday – Friday. There are a number of docents that stand 3 hr shifts to share the
building information and displays with visitors. We are looking for a few more volunteers (easy 1 hour training provided), so if you are interested in volunteering 1
or 2 shifts a month (not much time taken away from your schedule) please let me
know. The VMB historical museum is outstanding!
We have also started planning the Super Sunday Charity Crab Feed Fund Raiser
we have each year. This coming year it will be our 10th Annual event and held on
Sunday - Feb 2, 2014 at the Danville Veteran Memorial Building. This is a major
event and needs a number of hands to assist in various positions. None of them
are hard, but since this is a popular event & big fund raiser (we usually raise approximately $8000 - $9000 for our programs). We’ve established quite a few sub
committees to break up the work load. If you are interested in helping please see
me. To make this year another success - we are asking that each member solicit
a gift card or other donation item for our silent auction. This could be: nice bottles
of wine, gift baskets, sports memorabilia, military theme, if it is different - it is
probably good! We will use these in our silent auction. Our member Skip George
is coordinating these items which can be turned in at meetings or to any Board
Member. He will categorize them & coordinate the display at the crab feed. In
this issue of INCOMING we have a “donation request letter” document that can
be printed & given to a business for their tax records as you request donations.
Remember the various veteran groups who use the SRV Veteran Memorial Building (we being one of them) having “Saturday morning coffee” gatherings open
from 8 – 11 am each Saturday. It’s a casual & relaxed social time with fellow veterans. Come when you’d like & leave when you’d like. A nice way to start a Saturday morning & weekend.
According to our by-laws a “life membership” dues in the VNVDV is calculated as
8 times the annual dues. Since our dues were lowered this year to $25 per year,
the life membership payment of $200 is a bargain for you to consider. If you are
considering this, please let our Treasurer or any Board Member know of your interest in converting from annual to life member.
Each month I mention the importance of our Welcome Home’s. If you are interested in participating in these, check-out the Diablo Valley Flag Brigade website &
let John Reese know you want to be included on the distribution when we learn
about these young warriors coming home. No special skills are needed, just
show up with a flag in your hand, a smile on your face & a thank you hand shake
for the young man or woman. These are fun gatherings - taking about an hour
out of your day. It is very fulfilling for both the returnees & to each of us. We re- Michael Slattengren
cently had two welcome home events in November, one for a Corpsman & one
for a Navy fighter pilot. There is a lot of information in this INCOMING newsletter, President 2012 - 2013
so be sure to look at all the events. We will be publishing a “year-end” edition
PH: (925) 837 - 6238
highlighting our many activities during the past year… watch for it. It will be John E: President .VNVDV@gmail.com
This e-mail will be transferred to
Reese’s final edition after ten years as editor. He passes the newsletter to our
new editor/publisher Jon Robbins. Reese will remain Director of Public Relations Our new President-elect in Jan 14
working with Jon & all event promotion.
Since this is my last “president’s message” - I want to thank all of you for the opportunity to lead this very best veteran organization these past 2 years. I wish
everyone a joyous Christmas. Enjoy our families during these wonderful days.
Stay safe and healthy. And since this is also my last opportunity: Army Navy
game. Sat. Dec 14, GO NAVY!!! I hope to see all of you at our December dinner
meeting on Thursday Dec 5 2013, 6 pm at the Crow Canyon Country Club in San
Ramon. Social hour starts at 5 pm.

You will make a big difference in the lives of military family children…

With your generous gift of an “Un-Wrapped Toy” for a girl or boy

And share the joy of Christmas - Bring your toys on DEC. 5th
As in year’s past… the VNVDV is proud to set a goal of collecting toys for both male & female children
of all ages. All your donated gifts should be NEW & UN-WRAPPED & brought to our DEC. 5th Dinner.
Our members & supporters attending our Annual Holiday Gala have been very generous - helping make
the Christmas & Holiday Season bright for hundreds of local children. Your kindness & support in
providing these toys we collect at our dinner will be distributed later in the month at our “Operation
Santa Claus” program which supports the children of special - invited military families, serving locally
with the U. S. Coast Guard, Gold Star Families, Reserve/National Guard Families & GWOT families who
have been selected and invited by their individual Commands. All remaining New & donated toys will
continue our local support of the USMC “Toys for Tots” program as in years past. Thank you to all.

Members – Friends – Supporters & Sponsors –
Our Annual Christmas Dinner - Thursday Dec. 5th -a sit-down meal dessert - tax & gratituity included - $40.00 Cash or Checks Preferred. It is a fun-filled evening of holiday music with the SRVHS
Chorus - great food - seeing good friends + recognition of members
including the VNVDV’s highest recognition - the:

Gary Villalba Dedicated Veteran Service Award and other appreciation presentations + a great evening of fun with over
130 of our members - supporters & friends!
Our biggest dinner gala of the year!
Social Hour begins at 1700 with dinner following after 1800
at Crow Canyon Country Club in Danville

$40.00

Cash or Checks Preferred - Credit Cards Accepted
A great time to renew your dues for 2014 - only $25.00 - or Life
Membership available at $200.00
Crab Feed Tickets for Sunday - Feb. 2, 2014 available - $40.00
Your new – unwrapped “TOY Donations” will benefit “OPERATION SANTA”
& our local USCG & CA National Guard Christmas Toy Support Program. Remember your
new - unwrapped toy for any age child on Thursday - Dec. 5th
You will make a child’s Christmas brighter through your generosity!

Special thanks to VNVDV member Jon Robbins - your new VNVDV
Director of Information - Elect, who co-edited & published this edition
of the Incoming & has been working for two months preparing to
learn about his new role. His dedication is truly appreciated! jgr

Attention: ALL Veterans
Danville’s Veteran Memorial
Building OPEN every SAT. AM
from 0800 to 1100 for a free
coffee & pastry social gettogether. Stop by for a few
minutes, an hour, stay as long
as you desire - leave when
you want. Meet in our new
lounge - see the museum displays - bring a friend!
The VMB Museum is Open
Monday thru Friday 9 to 3 for
public visitors. President
Mike Slattengren is looking
for any members interested in
volunteering a few hours
each month as a VMB Docent
for our Historical Military
Museum tours & Training is
provided. Contact “Slatts”
Remember - just one year ago in 2012
VNVDV Members were in Viet Nam with the
Wheelchair Foundation distributing new
wheelchairs to those without & in need of
mobility. “Truly a rewarding experience!”

She loss both legs from a landmine in the mid
1980’s while gardening at her home & moved
around on two-crates until VNVDV visit provided her with a new WCF wheelchair in 2012.

Upcoming Events at Marine Club and Around San Francisco:
Macy's Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony
Join in the celebration at Macy's 24th Annual Great Tree Lighting Ceremony at Macy's Union Square Park. Enjoy live music performances, a visit from Santa and visit the SPCA holiday windows featuring lovable animals
available for adoption.
Potted Potter: The Unauthorized Harry Experience
A parody takes on the ultimate challenge of condensing all seven Harry Potter books into seventy hilarious
minutes! This Olivier Award nominated production comes to the Marines' Memorial Theatre beginning December 3rd!
San Francisco Ballet's Nutcracker
This holiday season, experience a uniquely San Francisco Nutcracker with SF Ballet. Ticket prices start at only
$25.00 through www.sfballet.org/tickets.
Make sure to check out our Calendar of Events for more great things to do in San Francisco! Be sure to also
browse through our photos to see everything Marines' Memorial Club & Hotel has to offer. If you've stayed
with us recently, please think about filling out our Guest Satisfaction Survey. We'd love to hear from you!
Marines Memorial Club & Hotel
609 Sutter Street
San Francisco, CA 94102General
Inquiries
Tel: (415) 673-6672
Fax: (415) 441-3649

History, Elegance & Hospitality
Contact Marines Memorial Club & Hotel
Marines Memorial Club and Hotel offers smart accommodations and
first-rate service in a premier location. Ideal for government, business,
and leisure travelers alike, Marines Memorial Club is the top choice
among military hotels in San Francisco

GARY VILLALBA
DEDICATED VETERAN SERVICE AWARD

What the VNVDV’s Highest Award means…

Standing Up to the Highest of Standards & Qualities - Gary held close &
demonstrated on a daily basis – year
in & year out in his dedication to serving veterans & their families in our
community. To Gary - it was not a career… it was “his lifestyle” - To serve
those who served our nation… always
going “above & beyond” the call of duty for all VSOs - veterans & their family
members in Contra Costa County &
beyond… others before self.

Was established in 2007 by the…
Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley
As a Perpetual Award… Presented
Annually to only a select few...
In Honor of a lifetime of Dedicated
Service to Our Veterans & Family
members provided by our then retiring Contra Costa County Veterans Service Officer (VSO) - Gary D.
Villalba. This is the VNVDV’s Highest Veteran Service Honor.

Danville VSO Office - 400 Hartz Ave. Room 208 - Open every
Wednesday from 10am to 2pm (Except Holidays). Martinez Office is
“drop-in” & Danville you can make an appointment by calling in advance to the Martinez VSO Office for appointment (925) 313-1481.
The VNVDV strongly encourages all veterans to obtain trained - professional veteran service assistance free of charge when dealing with
any of your VA claims, benefits, appeals, or other questions about veteran services which you have earned through your military service.
These services are also available for the veteran’s family members.
Don’t try to complete VA forms alone or go the process alone - pro
help is available & it’s local & the best you will find anywhere in the
State of California! Vets… just tell them the VNVDV referred you !
Veterans Benefits Contact:

Nathan D. Johnson

Veterans Service Officer
Contra Costa County
10 Douglas Dr. Suite 100
Martinez, CA 94553

Tel: (925) 313-1481
Fax: (925) 313-1490

Nathan.johnson@vs.cccounty.us
Our Contra Costa County Veterans Service Office is “the place” to have all of your VA
paperwork completed - by a qualified, experienced service rep. & this service is for all
veterans FREE & available M - F in Martinez & on Wednesdays in Danville 10-2

30

FEDERAL BENEFITS FOR VETERANS
Link to 2012 Veterans Handbook:

http://www.va.gov/opa/publications/benefits_book/2012_Federal_benefits_ebook_final.pdf
Download your copy of your Veteran Benefit Handbook - Review the benefits you may have earned with your service!

Combined VSO Operations
Fundraising
In order to pay for the day to day expenses of the Veterans portion of the VMB, including: phone, insurance,
internet, office supplies, and other internal expenses incurred jointly by the VSOs using the VMB

VMB Renovation Coffee Table Book

Plan Ahead… to Join Us Set aside the date on Armed Forces Day

Books will sell for $45.00. All proceeds go directly to pay for the operating expenses of the Veterans
portion of the Veterans Memorial Building for the San
Ramon Valley in Danvillle

For the Phillips 66 Walk of Honor
In Crockett - Third Saturday in May 2014
Please join us for this major event to support our veterans & the Crockett VMB

Oakland Raiderettes
10th Year Appearance

Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner
Saturday March 15th 2014
Mark your calendars now for this combined VSO fundraising event. On Saturday - March 15th 2014 for St.
Patrick’s Day Celebration.

Affordable Care Act & Veterans
and the Veterans Health Administration
The provisions of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) upheld by the
U.S. Supreme Court will not affect the current role the Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA) has in the lives of America's Veterans.
We will continue to provide Veterans with high quality,
comprehensive health care and benefits they have
earned through their service. VA health care does not
change as a result of the ACA. VA health care meets the
requirements of the ACA.

Members interested in being more
active in the VNVDV organization
Please contact MIKE SLATTENGREN to find out about various
committees and opportunities
available - assistance provided !

Member - VNVDV & Marine Corps League

Do you have an “All Wars Memorial” PAVER ?
These solid granite paver stones set in the walkway at
Oak Hill Park and now limited (less than 90 remaining)
… Honor a veterans, friend, neighbor, family member
with a meaningful tribute which will last forever… an
AWM Paver… only - $250.00

December 2013
Dear Business Owner / Community Supporter The Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley (VNVDV) proudly announces their 10th annual charity fund-raiser & we
respectfully requests your support for this event. On Sunday, February 2, 2014, we will hold our 10th annual Super Sunday Charity Crab Feed… at the Veterans Memorial Building, in Danville, CA.
The VNVDV are an independent, “grass-roots”, non-profit, tax-exempt, 501(c)(19), veteran’s organization, comprised
primarily of Viet Nam combat veterans. We “proudly continue to serve” our community… with your support through a variety of programs – projects and events. (Tax ID number on letterhead).
The money raised through our 2014 Crab Feed, will support local veteran, active-duty military & community-service
events and programs, we conduct and proudly support throughout the year. These include:
￼

The East Bay Stand Down

The Blue Star Moms

Memorial Day Program at Oak Hill Park

The Sentinels of Freedom

Danville’s 4th of July Parade

Diablo Valley Flag Brigade

Danville Veteran’s Day Program

Veteran Swim Challenge

The VNVDV School Speaker’s Bureau

GWOT Duck Club Retreat

Operation Welcome Home

Operation Santa Claus

Armed Forces Day “Walk of Honor”

The Holiday Toy Drive

We respectfully request your business support for this event - through a discount on goods purchased for this event,
“monetary sponsorship”, ticket purchase, donated items, or gift cards /certificates for your goods and services. Your
donated items will be used in our Silent Auction or Raffle held during the 2014 Charity Crab Feed, to raise the necessary funds to continue these and many other worthwhile projects for our community.
For more information on the VNVDV, its programs, events, membership, our monthly newsletter, or how you can
contribute to our Crab Feed, visit our website at www.VNVDV.com - or e-mail us at the address below.
We look forward to you joining us in support of our 2014 “Salute to our Troops” Charity Crab Feed and are grateful
for your generosity to our veterans, serving military, and community programs. Thank you.
Sincerely,

Mike Slattengren - President
Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley
Telephone: (925) 837-6238
Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley
P. O. BOX 2079 - DANVILLE, CA 94526 - 2079 - E-MAIL: VNVDV1@gmail.com - WEBSITE : www.VNVDV.com

Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley is a non-pro. t veteran’s organiza on / corpora on (EIN 68-0266369) exempt from federal (IRC 501c)
& state (RTC 23701w) income tax

Viet Nam Ve terans of Diablo Valle y
Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley
Post Office Box 2079
Danville, CA 94526 - 2079
E-Mail: VNVDV1@gmail.com

Web: www.VNVDV.com
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& Contact Us… Visit our Website…

BOARD MEMBERS
President—
Michael Slattengren
Vice President -

Ray La Rochelle
Treasurer Martin De Venuta
Secretary Cliff De Cuir
Director-at-Large Dennis Giacovelli
Membership Bill Chew
Public Relations John Reese
Information J. G. Reese (retiring)
Events -

Attend our Open Meetings…
Participate in our Community !
John Garfield Reese,

Publisher & Editor 2004-2014
VNVDV Public Relations Director
Co-Editor this Edition:

Jon Robbins
Director of Information - Elect

The VietNam Veterans of Diablo Valley was established in 1991 as a non-profit, local, grass-roots Veterans
organization to promote & enhance the image of the Viet
Nam Veteran through Community Service & Support of fellow Veterans. The Veteran’s Memorial Building for the San
Ramon Valley located in Danville is Open daily with Coffee
on Saturdays until 11AM. Looking for Docents. - Come Visit!
The VNVDV meets monthly on the 1st Thursday of every
month in the Diablo Valley @ Crow Canyon Country
Club. Our Board of Directors Meetings are held on the 3rd
Thursday of each month at the Veterans Memorial Building
in Danville. To find out more about programs we support...
visit our website at www.VNVDV.com. All veterans &
their guests are welcome to attend our dinner meetings. We
are a casual - fun - social veterans group - always looking
for new members who enjoy friendship & the special bond
as military veterans. We are Proud of our Military Service... & of our continued contributions to fellow veterans &
our community. Our dinner meeting is social - just dinner
& a guest speaker of interest to veterans & military. All
meetings are OPEN… fellow veterans - active duty military
guests - supporters & history buffs welcome! ... Join us!

Vacant
Speakers Mike Martin
Procurement Bill Green

PAST PRESIDENTS
Jerry Yahiro
John Estes
Del Loewe
Tim Hart
Mike Weber
Mike McDaniel
Rich Lambert
Ron Azarcon
Bill Picton
Norm Mahalich
- Est. 1991 -

DEC 5 - Holiday Appreciation Dinner
at CROW CANYON COUNTRY CLUB in San Ramon
Social Hour starts at 1700 - Dinner at 1815
January we will begin our great monthly speakers!
The “INCOMING” is the Official Newsletter of the VNVDV – view it on-line at www.VNVDV.com

