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SPEAKER for the JUNE 1ST  MEETING 

RADM MARY P. O’DONNELL  (retired) 

will discuss her career in 

the US Coast Guard which 

started in 1973 and includ-

ed deployments around the 

globe.  

MEMORIAL DAY REMEMBERANCE 

MONDAY MAY 29, 2023 

OAK HILL PARK 3005 

STONE VALLEY ROAD, 

DANVILLE 

SET-UP 8:30 - MUSIC 

10:00 AM - PROGRAM 

11:00  

SPEAKER: JIM TAYLOR, 

VNVDV MEMBER MOH RECIPIENT 

NOON TO 2 PM PICNIC FOR  VNVDV MEMBERS 

AND GUESTS. A BOX LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED TO 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE PROGRAM OR SET UP. 

PLEASE BRING THE BEVERAGE OF YOUR CHOICE. 

We had another high attendance level for 
the May Dinner Meeting with more than 
60 people showing up for a great dinner.  
Fred Granados was able to bring 
another great Speaker for this 
event, Pearl Harbor survivor Chuck 
Kohler who spoke non-stop for more 
than 30 minutes without any notes-an 
impressive feat for anyone but especially 
for someone who is 99 years old. 
 
We are also presented a summary of the 
5 Year Transition Plan for VNVDV, the 
result of the work of six different com-
mittees.  Members were given the oppor-
tunity to ask questions about the plan 
and to make comments.  A copy of the 
formal plan is included in this Newslet-
ter. 
 
Bill Green and Jim Murphy had some 
great news to report on this year’s Schol-
arship Program.  There were four $1,000 
Scholarships awarded to relatives of our 
active members.  The funds will be sent 
directly to the schools that the winners 
will be attending. 



President’s Message (Continued from Page One) 

Steve Burchik 
President  
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680 NORTH OR SOUTH EXIT EL CERRO WEST. DAN-

VILLE BLVD ONLY RIGHT TURN ALLOWED. LEFT 

DEL AMIGO TO LEFT VERONA TO LEFT LOVE LANE 

TO HIGH SCHOOL PARKING LOT UNDER SOLAR 

PANELS. 

PARADE START 0900 MUSTER 0800. 

VNVDV WHITE COLLARED JERSEY SHIRT, DARK 

SLACKS OR SHORTS, WHITE VNVDV CAP. 

FLAGS TO HAND OUT TO SPECTATORS WILL BE 

DISTRIBUTED.  

FOURTH OF JULY PARADE WILL BE 

HELD ON TUESDAY JULY 4, 2023 
This past weekend was a busy weekend 
with many of our members participating 
in the Walk of Honor event on Satur-
day, May 20 across the Carquinez 
Bridge in Crockett.   
 
We also had a large number of Viet Nam 
Veteran Volunteers at the Swearing-In 
Ceremony on Sunday, May 21 for lo-
cal High School graduates who are enter-
ing military service right after graduation. 
 
There is one more big event this month 
which is the Memorial Day remem-
brance at Oak Hill Park in Danville.  
Contact Slatts if you wish to carry a Flag. 
This event starts at 10 AM on Monday, 
May 29th.  Be sure to invite your friends 
and neighbors. 
 
We are ending the monthly ZOOM 
Service Club gatherings for the sum-
mer.  Participation has been declining for 
the last couple of months with only two 
guests on the most recent ZOOM call.  
Members are often traveling during the 
summer, so we will reevaluate this project 
after the summer ends.   We do want to 
thank those who did try it out.  Many of 
the conversations were pretty lively. 
 
A reminder: Our next Dinner Meet-
ing is on June 1st.  It is important 
that we maintain attendance at the 
monthly Dinners.  We are committed to 
having a minimum of 50 people at the 
dinner to avoid a financial penalty.  Please 
try to make a point of participating at this 
gathering of fellow veterans. 
 
Thank you again for your support and I 
look forward to seeing you at the Memori-
al Day gathering on May 29th and the 
monthly Dinner on June 1st. 



MAY 2023 VNVDV DINNER MEETING - GREAT 

ATTENDANCE CONTINUES 





The 2023 Swearing-In Ceremony Sunday May 21 recognized  graduating 
High School seniors who are entering military service or the Academies. 



New E-Mail:  HSReese@att.net 

VIET NAM VETERANS DIABLO VALLEY JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

Thanks to the May speaker Chuck Kohler for his for his presentation 

on his experience during the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941.  

Gordon Dunne  Army  Dave Turner   Navy 

Don Schroeder  Army  Pete Longoria  Marines 

Lee Halverson  Marines Bill Green   Army 

Bobby Dunton  Navy  Phillip Simon  Coast Gd. 

Daniel Miranda  Army  Saber Zell   Marines 

Ken Jones   Navy  William Hendley Air Force 

Dave Farkas  Navy  Mark Marcum  Army 

Hank Stanger   Navy  Dennis Kline  Navy 

Bob McDonnell Army  Bill Youngblood Army 



JUNE 8 AT 7:00 PM PDT 



   5 Year Transition Plan-VNVDV             May 1, 2023 

 
OBJECTIVE:  Plan for an orderly transition of VNVDV organization and activities as age and medi-
cal issues impact member’s abilities to maintain current levels of activity. 
 
TRANSITION PLAN: The general transition plan is to change our legal status from the 
current IRS  501 (c19) organization to a strictly social organization of Vietnam Veterans. 
 
TIMING OF CHANGE:  The transition to a social organization does not have a specific date.  It 
will occur when we no longer have enough volunteers to conduct fundraising activities; manage the 
administrative activities of the group; and provide the manpower for public events such as Memorial 
Day gatherings or Parades. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: The IRS rules require that a nonprofit organization must transfer all re-
maining assets to another nonprofit organization at the time of dissolution.  No decision is being 
made at this time, but there is some interest in transferring any remaining funds to the Veterans Me-
morial Building in Danville.  The VNVDV Board that is in office at the time of this change will make 
the decision on what group(s) receive these funds. 
 
MONTHLY DINNER MEETINGS:   Since the monthly Dinner Meetings are the most widely at-
tended activity by VNVDV members the plan is to continue to conduct these meetings as long as 
members are willing and able to attend.  A recent poll of the members indicated that the majority 
prefer to continue meeting at an evening event.  That, however, could change in the near future as 
more members find it difficult to drive at night and the meeting could move to a lunch time event.  
As it becomes more difficult to meet the minimum attendance requirements of catered venues, we 
may move to a conventional restaurant with a group room that has no fixed rental charge. 
 
FUNDRAISING PROJECTS:  Our operating funds currently come from two sources: Crab Feed 
and the Walk of Honor.  Both events are at risk in the near future.  The Crab Feed requires a great 
deal of manpower, especially in the solicitation and management of donations.  New Volunteers are 
not stepping up in the numbers that are needed to make this event worthwhile in the coming years.  
The Walk of Honor depends on the manpower and financial support of Phillips 66 which is a public-
ly traded corporation.  Corporations can change their priorities quickly based on market conditions 
and their support can shift to some other community project on short notice. Also, we are in need of 
New Volunteers to make this event successful. 
 
COMMUNITY MANPOWER SUPPORT:  We need large numbers of Volunteers for public 
events such as Parades, Memorial Day events, Veterans Day events etc.  The average age of our 
members is currently 78 ½ years old.  Will you still be willing to carry a flag for one or two miles in 
two years or four years? 
 
COMMUNITY FINANCIAL SUPPORT:  We support various community groups financially, 
such as Blue Star Moms, Wheelchair Foundation, Sentinels of Freedom, Veterans Service Office, etc.  
The funds we disperse depend on the funds we raise.  As our fundraising ability diminishes, our dis-
bursements will also have to shrink. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM:  This program is off to a great start and we would like to keep it go-
ing as a “Legacy” project.  We will consider making a contribution to some type of trust to provide 
funds for the future depending on the advice of an attorney. 
 
TRANSITION TO YOUNGER VETS:  Attempts have been made to attract younger Veterans, but 
without much success.  They find it hard to relate to us and don’t see a connection between Iraq and 
Vietnam.  We are working actively to develop a stronger Veterans Group at Diablo Valley College and 
will continue to do this while we still have some funds to support them. 





Please SUPPORT  &  FOLLOW NEWS from some of our SUPPORTERS & FRIENDS WEBSITES: 

Contra Costa  County Veterans Service Office - Call the County VSO Office for Assistance - call 925 / 313-1481 for Appt. 
All Wars Memorial and obtaining AWM Pavers at Oak Hill Park - visit:   www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Marines Memorial Association / Hotel / Club in SF - Visit their website at:  www.MarineClub.com 

Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation - visit:  www.SentinelsofFreedom.org 
Wheelchair Foundation & Wine for Wheels - Support our those in need of mobility - Visit:  www.WineforWheels.org  
Blue Star Moms #101 website:  www.bluestarmoms.org  &  Blue Star Moms #20 website: www.ccbluestarmoms.org 

VNVDV website to see more about the Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley  at:  www.VNVDV.org 
 

VISIT THE WEBSITE for the VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING  at: www.VMBSRV.org 
 

SUPPORT OUR BLUE STAR MOMS “DROP-OFF” LOCATIONS 

Oak Hill Park Memorial Expands 

The New Paver Section with 600 Pavers 

Do you have an AWM Paver? Don't wait - 

Honor a veteran, friend, neighbor, family member 

or patriot with a special AWM Paver Tribute!   

1st ENGRAVING COMPLETED—Hopefully 1 in May!   
Custom Engraving is performed Spring & Fall. 
Take time to visit the AWM - then the website 
for an application form. Order your AWM Paver 

www.AllWarsMemorial.org  
Questions?  See link on AWM Website 

Thanks to Procurement Director John “T.J.” Trujillo for his monthly display of 
VNVDV Hats and Shirts. Order your VNVDV NAME TAGS contact “T.J.”  

For all 

your 

VNVDV 

Shirts and 

Hats team 

with TJ 

and Pow-

er Stitch 

We Thank David Behring & the Wheel 
Chair Foundation for the support of 
VNVDV & our three amazing wheel 
chair distribution trips to Vietnam.  

VNVDV Hats and Shirts availa-
ble at monthly meetings 



Watch live every 2nd Monday at 7 pm on CCTV 

Join us live on the 2nd Monday of each month to discuss relevant 
issues facing our veterans. 

7:00 PM CCTV, Hosted by the 

Veterans Service Office Con-

tra Costa County 
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PRESIDENT - 

   Steve Burchik 

VICE  PRESIDENT - 

   Jim Hill  

TREASURER  

   Mike Slattengren 

SECRETARY 

   Carl Swanson  
DeCuir 

MEMBERSHIP  

   Jim Murphy   

DIRECTOR - at - LARGE 

   Fred Granados 

DIRECTOR  of  
EVENTS 

   Jerry Yahiro   

SPEAKERS BUREAU 

   Bill Green   

INFORMATION 

   Jon Robbins   

PROCUREMENT 

   John “T. J.”  Trujillo 
  

PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

   John “jgr”  Reese 

WEBSITE                                              
Chelle Clements 

2023 OFFICERS  &  BOD 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

Dennis Giacovelli 

Gary Estrella  

William “Bill” Green 

Ray La Rochelle 

Michael Slattengren 

Jerry Yahiro 

John Estes 

Del  Loewe 

Tim  Hart 

Mike Weber 

Mike McDaniel 

Rich Lambert 

Ron Azarcon 

Bill Picton 

Norm Mahalich 

Established 1991 

 DINNER MEETING JUNE 1ST, 

 CROW CANYON COUNTRY CLUB 

$30 


